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I  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA  AUTONOMY  BILL 


OTTAWA.  FRIDAY,  JULY  14,  1905. 


Hon.  Mr.  BKRNIBR— For  Ave  months 
parliament  has  been  engaged  In  framing  a 
constitution  for  two  new  provinces  wishing 
to  become  full  partners  in  the  confedera- 
tion. These  new  provinces  are  to  be  carved 
out  of  the  Territories  lying  west  of  Mani- 
toba. Surely  this  Is  one  of  the  most 
Important  functions  of  this  parliament  ami 
no  wonder  that  the  measure  now  before  us 
has  caused  here  and  outside,  all  through  the 
land,  considerable  attention  and  discussion. 

Numerous  and  far-reaching  are  the  pro- 
blems involved  in  this  proposed  action. 
These  new  provinces,  before  very  long,  wlH 
have  much  to  say  In  the  public  affairs  of 
the  Dominion.  Everybody  is  alive  to  the 
rapid  settlement  of  those  countries.  They 
will  I»e  in  the  near  future,  potent  factors  In 
pollt  .?s  as  well  as  in  the  building  up  of  the 
national  wealth.  With  such  a  project  be- 
fore our  minds  our  aim  must  be  to  give 
them  such  a  standing  in  this  aggregation  of 
provinces  that  they  he  impressed  with 
our  wisdom  and  with  our  consideration 
for  their  present  and  future  wants,  so  that 
they  may  also  be  desirous  of  maintaining 
their  partnership  with  us  and  their  loyalty 
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to  the  flag  which  overshadows  our  destinies. 
The  prime  aspect^  which  confronts  us  in 
connection  with  this  measure  Is  the  op- 
portunity of  creating  these  new  provinces 
at  the  present  moment.  For  my  part  I 
haVe  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  tnelr  wel- 
fare would  not  have  been  end  n>'ered  by 
postponing  this  measure  for  souie  years. 
Proper  arrangements  could  have  been  made 
by  which  their  present  condition  could  have 
been  Improved  so  as  to  tide  them  over  with- 
out this  machinery  of  provincial  life.  As 
u  matter  of  fact,  they  have  at  present  a 
politiciil  organization  which  Is  equivalent  to 
provincial  unity.  But,  at  the  same  time. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  public  opinion  In 
the  Territories  is  in  favour  of  this  move- 
ment. The  Territories  feel  that  it  is  time 
for  them  to  take  their  place  around  the 
federal  board,  and  have,  not  only  the  Insti- 
tutions of  a  self-governing  body,  but  also  the 
name  of  provinces  in  this  large  Dominion. 
•Vnd  under  a  popular  regime  such  as  we 
have,  goveruuieuts  are  bound  to  take  notice 
of  public  opinion.  No  fault  then,  according 
to  my  ideo.  Is  to  be  found  with  the  cabinet 
for  bringing  In  such  a  measure.    This  feel- 


log  seems  to  be  pretty  geueral.  *Vhere  fllf- 
ferenee.  of  opinions  come  In  Is  when  the 
various  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  under  oon- 
slderatlon. 

I  am  not  concerned  with  the  financial 
allowances  made  to  e«ch  of  the  new  prorln- 
ees,  except  In  this  particular,  that  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  principle  that  the  public  lands,  although 
their  administration  is  to  remain  In  the 
fwleral  authority.  Ktili  are  an  asset  of  the 
provinces. 

Indeeil.  the  Huanclal  allowances  made  to 
these  provinces  exceed  tho  allowances  made 
to    the    other    provinces,    and    the    ground 
upon  which  these  provisions  are  Justified  is 
the   fact   that   while  the   old   provinces   are 
m  i.o.ssession  of  the  public  lands,  and  enjoy 
thereby  n  mrge  revenue,  the  new  provinces 
are  deprived  of  such  possession  and  revenue 
It    Is    according   to    my   humble    views     a 
sound    policy.       i„    the    Confederation    Act 
the  principle  is  laid  down  of  the  ownership 
of  the  public  lands  by  the  provinces.     If  m 
certain  cases,  circumstances  were  sucli  that 
this  principle  could  not  be  carried  on  to  Its 
fu  I  extent,  we  must,  however,  adhere  to  the 
principle  and  dispose  of  those  lands  for  the 
benefit   of   the   provinces    where    they    are 
situated.    It  Is  simply  a  trust  that  we  must 
administer,  in  all  good  faith  and  In  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution. 

This  brings  me  to  the  question  whether 
the  Dominion  should  In  the  present  case  turn 
over  or  not  the  public  lands  to  the  new 
provinces  created  by  these  Bills.  in  my 
opinion,  the  government  has  taken  the  pro- 
per course  In  retaining  the  administration 
of  these  lands. 

The  title  of  the  Dominion  in  those  lands 
is  a   combination   of  two  elements.    First 
of  ownership,  and  second,  of  a  trust.    For' 
If  the  government  of  Canada  can  claim  that 
they  have  bought  those  lands,  and,  conse- 
quently are  the  owners  of  tHe  same,   still 
they  cannot  assimilate  such  an  ownership  to 
that  of  the  rancher  on  his  cattle.    The  gov- 
ernment owns  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation 
or  'or  a  section  of  the  people.    In  this  in- 
stance, the  go,ernment  owns  the  lands  for 
the   benefit   of   the   provinces    where   such 
ands  are  situated.     That  is  the  way  that 
these  lands   form,   as   I   !,.ivp  =^=,ted  a   mo- 
ment ago.  a  trust  in  the  hands  oi  the  federal 
government.    On  the  other  hand.  It  is  said 


with  truthfulness  that  the  whole  Dominion 
in's  contributed  to  the  Indemnity  that  was 
paid  for  the  acquisition  of  th.we  Territories 
and  consequently   that  trust  is  so  held  by 
the  government  not  only  for  the  province . 
but  for  the  whole  Dominion.    Then,  the  pr|! 
"lary  objtvt  which  the  federal  government 
must   have   In   view   In   the   disposition   of 
those  lands  must  be.  no  doubt,  the  advan- 
tage of  the  province,   but  it  Is  easy  to  con- 
ceive that  In  many  instances  the  welfare  of 
the    whole  Dominion    may    be    involved    In 
t1.e    administration    of    that    trust.       Then 
again  it  follows  that  the  central  power  has 
a  pre-eminent  interest  in  keeping  the  trust 
n  Its  original  fom,.     Apart  from  that,  it  is 
n  the  nature  of  a   trust  that  it  be  main- 

until  It  i,  determined.  True  It  might  be 
«aid  that  the  power  that  creates  the  trust 
could  have  It  determined  or  could  alter  Its 
conditions.  But  then  It  becomes  a  matter 
Of  policy.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  policy 
adopted  by  sir  John  A.  MacdonalJ  still 
holds  good.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  Justi- 
«ed  hs  policy  by  the  following  statement. 

th?3:;;h  MaT;^': ""  ^^'^ '"  """"^" «' 


lu.  f*Uh  to  the  wtld  °Z;  f ,"""»«"'»  P'e'J^el 
you,r  sub-committee  d^em  Uto  !^VfTt7    r""'*"' 


f 


to  racommvod  their  trftik»f«r  to  MvivUoba,  uid 
M  a  oona«qu»nc«  mmI  by  precedent  the  eurreu- 
Jer  to  the  provinces  to  be  created  from  the 
Northweet  Territory.  «li  the  tande  wUhto  their 
botmdarlee,  them  they  wouM  adviae  tb«t  the 
provlocee  holding  the  land*  ehould  conduct  their 
owB  Immtcration  operation*  at  their  own  cx- 
penie. 


Tliere  ia  a   questlou   wbicb  I  cannot  let 
pasg  without  referring    o  It ;  It  l8  the  ques- 
tion of  how  the  terrltoi  les  should  have  been 
divided  nnd  the  new  provinces  mapped  out. 
As  to  the  division  and  number  of  provinces, 
1  do  not   think   the  present  proposition   Is 
the  best  that  could  be  put  before  us.       I 
think   It   would  have  been   much  better  to 
have  removed   the  present  western   bound- 
ary   of    Manitoba    to    a    point    somewhere 
near  Moosejaw,  and  then  organize  the  rest, 
from  this  point  to  the  Rockies,  In  one  pro- 
vince, thus  forming  only  two  provinces,  the 
northern  limit  of  which  might  have  corres- 
ponded  with    the  03rd   or   C4th   degree   of 
latitude  north.      Manitoba   was  entitled  to 
that   extension   of   Its   area.    A   mere   look 
at   the   map    shows   the  absurdity,   at   the 
present  time,  of  leaving  It  with  its  present 
boundaries,  when  they  are  compared  with 
the  size  of  the  other  provinces.       Besides, 
Manitoba  has  been  the  pioneer  province  of 
the    west ;    It    has    opened    the    way    for 
the    creation    of    other    provinces    In    that 
far  distance ;  Us  people  have  been  instru- 
mental In  bringing  prosperity  not  only  with- 
in Its  limited  area,  but  to  the  whole  western 
prairies.    All  this  should  have  inclined  the 
government  to   satisfy  our  claims  in  that 
respect.    And  then,  as  I  said,  it  would  have 
been   possible   to   form   only   one   province 
with  the  balance  of  those  territories  west 
of  Manitoba  as  far  as  itxe  Rockies.      The 
advantage  of  such  an  arrangement  would 
have  been  to  reduce  considerably  the  ex- 
penses nnd   to   simplify   the   machinery  of 
government.    We  are  too  much  governed  in 
this  country.    Xo  doubt,  a  federal  govern- 
ment is  tfie  only  one  possible  In  Canada,  if 
we  want  to  maintain  the  unity  of  British 
North    America.      There    are    in     Canada 
differences   of    origin,    of   opinions    and   of 
feelings  which  would  not  be  satlsijed  other- 
wise.     There  must  be  different  provinces. 
But  at  the  same  time  we  should  try,  when 
elrcutnstances  and  conditions  permit  It,  to 
lessen  that  provincialism,  so  as  to  leave  the 
people   somewhat   free  from   excessive  ex- 
penses nnd  complicated  government  machin- 
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ery.    Again,  I  say,  we  are  too  much  gov- 
erned.   We  have  a  federal  government,  we 
have  provincial  governments,  county  coun- 
cils, local  municipal  councils,  achool  trustee*, 
and  what  others  ;  to  much  ao  that  the  people 
of    Canada    are    continually    thrown    Into 
spasms  on  account  of  elections  taking  place 
somewhere.    That  Is  not  good  for  the  peace 
and  harmony  that  should  prevail  amongst 
us  nor  for  the  quietness  of  mind,  necessary 
to  the  proper  working  up  of  the  prosperity 
and  the  building  up  of  the  nation.       And 
although  the  subject  Is  not  one  to  be  dla- 
cuHsed  along  with  the  measure  that  Is  now 
before  us,  I  would  like  to  be  permitted  to 
respectfully   submit   to   our   friends  of  the 
maritime  provinces  whether  It  xhould  not  be 
better  for  them  and  for  Canada,  to  unite 
nnd  organize  their  respective  territory  Into 
one  larger  province,  so  as  to  save  a  por- 
tion  of   the   turmoil   of   elections,    and   of 
expense  to  themselves  and   to  the  central 
government.    Be  that  as  it  may.  it  seems 
to  me  the  claims  of  Manitoba  should  have 
been  satisfied,  and  those  claims  having  been 
so  satisfied,  It  would  have  been  to  the  in- 
terest both  of  the  people  west  of  Manitoba 
and  the  people  of  Canada  at  large  to  have 
but  one  other  province  east  of  the  Rocky 
moimtalns. 

Before   leaving   that  subject   let  me  ex- 
press the  hope  that  if  this  Bill  passes  as 
It  is,  the  government  of  Canada  will  at  a 
near  date  recognize  our  claims  to  the  ter- 
ritory east  and  north  of  Manitoba,  up  to 
Hudson    bay,   and    annex   that    portion    of 
Canada  to  our  province.    The  other  provin- 
ces which  have  been  mentioned,  Quebec  and 
Ontario,  can  have  no  claims  upon  that  do- 
main, which  almost  as  a  matter  of  right 
belongs  to  Manitoba.      It  would  also  be  in 
the  interest  of  all  parties  concerned  if  an 
amicable  arrangement  could  be  entered  Into 
by  the  province  of  Ontario  and  Manitoba, 
by  which  the  former  would  abandon  to  our 
province  the  districts  of  Lake  of  the  Woods 
and  of  Rainy  Lake,  to  be  compensated  by 
the  addition  to  the  Ontario  territory  of  ail 
that  part  of  Keewatin  extending  northward 
to  Hudson  bay  and  lying  east  of  the  Severn 
river,    this    last    river    to    form    a   natural 
boundary   line   between  the  two  provinces 
from  Its  mouth  up  to  a  point  where  It  Inter- 
sects the  92°    of   longitude,   and   then  the 
boundary  to  be  a  line  projected  duly  south 


to  the  American  boundary,  if  hon.  gentle- 
men Will  h..  kind  enoUKb  to  <oj„|,ler  tbe 
matter  .„„„.  they  will  ^  that  them,  terrl- 

ban  to  the  eastern  Hyatem.    They  are  only 
130   mile,    from   Wlnnl|H.|f.   whilat  the  dli- 
tance  from  Toronto  to  reach  them  is  l.aoo 
H '-n     )*„'**""•  »«"'*  »hey  should  more  na- 
turally fall  under  the  Jurladlotion  of  Mani- 
toba than  under  the  Juriadletlon  of  Ontario. 
While  doalluK  with  that  subject  of  frontier, 
I   tugKeMt   to  our  government   the   idea  of 
approaching  the  government  of  the  United 
Statea  in  an  amicable  and  dlgultled  way.  for 
the  acquliltlon,  for  conalderatiou.  of  a  few 
ncres  of  land  belonging  at  present  to  that 

f^r^Z"*'  "''•'  '^'"«  ^*^*  »'  'he  Lake  of 
the  Woods.    If  hon.  gentlemen  will  look  at 
the  map.  they  will  aee  «  mere  a,>ot.  on  the 
west  ahore  of  tbe  Lake  of  the  Wood*,  bear 
Ing  the  colours  of  the  United  States.    This 
piece  of  land  does  not  seem  to  be  of  much 
^portance    to   our   friends    in    the    souU. 
while  It  .    ,ajd  naturally  form  part  of  Can- 
ada.   Such  anomaly  In  the  possession  of  the 
!?L  !,"'^k""'"'"    ^'"^^  «'  ♦"«   Wo«ls   has 
and  Is  liable  to  create  at  any  time  uneasl- 
ness  between  the  two  governments.    Hence 
perhaps    the  desirability   of   restoring   this 
piece  of  land  to  the  country   to  which   it 
seems  more  properly  to  belong,  by  prudent 
and    proper    negotiations   with    our   nelgh- 
wi!!.?"..  ,  ^    '"T  ""'   *•"*  ""Mestlon   for 

zzi\r'''  "•**  "'"""•^ ""  """"'^  '»- 

Now  I  come  to  the  question  which  has 
caused  so  much  agitation  to  arise  In  cer 
tain  parts  of  the  country,    it  Is  u  very  deli- 
cate question   to  deal   with.    One  Is  never 
sure   in    speaking  on   such   topics   that   be 
may  not  hurt  the  feelings  of  others,      i  wut 
try    to    keep    within    the    bounds    of   pro- 
priety and  moderation  while  nfflrming  the 
fntl"?    '."'  ^""""^  ""'*  «1""'  ''«»"«     My 
ubTe^t""ti'  '".*'"'  *"  "^  ••«""''«  «"  this 
rathe^\h         "J""^'''"    *"    ""    explanation 
rather  than  of  a  discussion.    Much  of  the 
feeling  exhibited  in  connection  with   these 
?^^IT  '«  «*'°^'-«"J-  *»"«  result  of  some  mis- 
apprehension.    It  l,.  with  the  view  of  clear- 
lug  up  such  misunderstandings,  in  so  far 
as  my  ability  may  go.  that  r  vo;ture  to  ad 
caress  this  House  on  the  measure  now  before 


In  the  flrst  place,  i.  the  clause  17.  former- 
ly 10.  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  parliament  T 
I   have  no  hesitation   In  saying  Hiat  It  Is 
The  constitution  gives  this  parliament  the 
full  power  to  make  laws  for  the  good  goT- 
erun.ent  of  the  .-ountry  when  creating  new 
provlii.es  out  of  the  Northwest  Territories 
Let  me  here  refer  to  the  British  North  Am^ 
erica  Act.  18*17.  as  foreshadowing  the  union 
of  the  territories  to  Canada.    For.  as  it  baa 
been    said   elsewhere   during    the   last   five 
months,   we   must,    every   class   and  every 
one  of  us.   rest   upon   the  constitution   for 
every    safeguard    to    our    lll>ertles.       It    is 
not  only  tbe  solid  rock  upon  which  stands 
our  political  fabric,  but  It  is  moreover  the 
bridge  which  permits  us  to  meet,  whatever 
may  be  the  distance  which  separates  us  In 
certain  matters.       Let  us  adhere  firmly  to 
our  constitution,  and  confederation  will  be 
maintained  and  will  work  smoothly.  Clause 
IM  of  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867 
expresses  itself  as  follows  : 

"ivy  coiMicii  <m  addreaaes  from  the  H«Hia*> 
?i^\^"  r^^  »' Canads,  to  ?dmrt  Rum"; 
I^  and   tbe   Northwwrt   Toprltory    or  «th«r 

dUlotM  la  each  cave  aa  aire  lo  the  addrnMsea  ^ 
prej.*d  and  a,  the  Queen  tJUnig  nt  uTTmJotV 
•ubject  to  the  provision*  of  ml  Act      ""'""*• 

Some  years  afterwards,  in  1871.  the  Im- 
perlal  parliament  passed  what  Is  known  as 
the  British  North  America  Act,  1871  By 
this  Act  It  was  provided,  section  2,  that  • 

M.S?.%S;:l.rhTew^?o'vT*.TJ-Sril?'c^1 

tlTan'dT."";  ?'"•'  P'oVufonVor'r  cons't!??- 
tlon  and  administration  of  anv  .iu.i.  .,~!^_ 
aod  for  the  pacing  otZ^l  tS?^be%'ea?^t?d«: 
and  good  govenimeot  of  »uch  provlncTl'nSTf^ 
It.  repre«entaUo«.  In  the  «ld  wEn?       ^ 


iJ^lZ  T^L"  '""^  '°  *"'*  legislation  full 
Jurisdiction  is  given  to  Canada  to  create  pro- 
vinces   and    make    provision    for   the   con- 
stitution of  the  province   and   for  passing 
of  laws  for  tho  peace,  order  and  good  gov- 
ernment   of    such    province.       The    words 
which  are  to  be  found  In  the  British  North 
America   Act,   1867,   viz.:    'Subject   to   the 
provisions  of  this  Acf  are  omitted  in  the 
Act,  isn.       So    that    the     parliament    of 
Canada  Is  under  no  restraint  or  limitation 
as  to  its  legislative  power,  with  regard  to 
the  matters  now  under  our  consideration. 


U  w»  refer  tu  the  convsiwodcnce  wbtcti 
tbra  passed  between  the  Cauadlan  gorern- 
ueut  uud  the  Imperial  goveruinent  we  will 
better  underataud  tht-  whole  keurliiK  of  and 
the  unllralt*^  power  louferred  ou  ua  by  the 
Britlah  North  AnierUu  Act.  1871. 

Sir  John  MHi-duiiuld.  then  I'riuie  Miuiater 
of  Canada,  wrote  to  I^ird  KImberley,  then 
the  Het-retar.v  of  State  for  the  C'ulonk>s,  that 
he  wanted  an  Imperial  Art  i-onflrmluK  the 
Act  of  the  Canadian  purltameut.  33  Vic- 
toria, chapter  3.     In  that  letter  he  aald  ; 

To  empower  the  Dominion  [MtrM«meD>t  fro  a 
time  to  lloM  to  eitabli«b  other  proWoce*  la 
the  Northwest  Terrltorlca  with  such  local  gov- 
erameiiit,  lestaUture  and  eonatttutton.  as  It  may 
think  proper.  pTOvi(l«<l  that  i>o  such  local  gov- 
ernment or  legislature  Hbould  have  greater 
power  conferred  upon  It  than  the  pow««r  con- 
lerred  upon  the  local  governme'at  and  leaUla- 
turea  by  •he  B'rItUh  North  America  Act.  1867, 
and  also  empowering  It  to  graot  »uch  provlnc«a 
repreaeniation  lt>  the  parliament  of  the  Domlu- 
loo. 

These  words,  read  In  connection  with  the 
Act  of  1871,  ahow  clearly  the  true  meaning 
of  this  Act  of  1871  and  makes  clear  to 
everybody  the  extent  of  the  power  of  this 
parliament. 

it  has  been  argued  that  the  Act  of  188»S 
did  limit  the  legislative  power  of  Canada 
In  connection  with  the  creation  of  the  new 
provinces.  The  clause  quoted  In  support  of 
this  contention  is  the  last  one,  which  reads 
as  follows  : 

,.1?''  '^t  "d  tho  BrltUh  North  America  Act. 
1M7,  and  the  BrltUh  North  America  Act,  1871, 
shall  be  conatrued  together. 


I  contend  that  this  clause  and  the  whole 
Act  of  1886,  has  no  bearing  at  all  on  the 
point  we  are  considering  at  present.  In 
the  first  place  there  Is  not  In  this  clause 
nor  In  any  other  clause  of  this  Act  any 
provision  restricting  the  power  given  to  par- 
liament by  the  British  North  America  Act, 
1871,  which  Is  the  governing  enactment. 
In  the  second  place,  this  clause  of  the  Act 
of  1886,  applies  only  to  the  subjects  dealt 
with  in  that  Act.  Now,  tb.  subject  dealt 
With  In  this  latter  Act  h  merely  the  re- 
presentation of  the  Territories  in  parlia- 
ment. So  the  restrictive  provision.  If  there 
Is  any.  would  only  apply  to  the  subject 
of  such  representation.  The  consequence  is 
to  leave  unimpaired  the  legislative  authority 
of  this  parliament,  In  ao  far  as  education  la 
concerned,  as  In  all  other  matters.  But.  ad- 
mitting for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  there 


would  atlll  be  some  kind  of  a  doubt.  It 
would  lie  easy  to  clear  that  doubt  by  hav- 
ing the  Act  creating  the  new  provinces  ratl- 
Hed  by  the  Imperial  parliament,  as  has  been 
done  very  often,  since  1867. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACMOXALD  (B.C.»— Has  the 
Act  of  ISMil  iiualltle«l  that  Act  of  1871? 

Hon.  Mr.  HKllXIKB— No.  It  has  not  It 
qualities  the  British  North  America  Act  of 
1807.  If  It  has  any  bearing  on  any  Act 
It  would  bring  the  British  North  America 
Act  of  18«17  to  the  reading  of  the  Act  of 
1871. 

Hon.  Mr.  MACl»ONAU)  (B.C.»— I  under- 
stood It  quttlltted  the  Act  of  1871  and 
brought  It  under  the  British  North  America 
Act. 

Hon.  Mr.  BEBNIKB-Not  to  my  mind.  It 
Is  imiiosslble  that  It  should  be  so.  It  is  the 
very  reverse.  By  considering  the  two  I 
think  the  hoii.  gentleman  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  Act  qualified  in  this  clause  Is 
rather  the  Act  of  1867  which  It  brings  Into 
the  construction  of  1871. 

There  has  been  before  an  Interiiretiition 
put  uiK)ii  this  British  North  America  Act. 
1871.  by  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  empire. 
In  the  famouo  case  of  Blel,  the  Lords  of  the 
I'rivy  Council  declared'  as  follows  : 

That  the  wwds  of  the  statute  (1871  >  were 
apt  to  authorise  the  utmost  discretion  of  »n«ct- 
ment  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  pointed 
to. 


After  reading  this  pronouncement,  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  not  have  any 
more  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  pro- 
position which  I  have  placed  before  the 
House. 

Having  suld  so  much,  and  having,  to  my 
mind,  demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  that 
the  parliament  of  Canada  has  full  Jurisdic- 
tion in  this  matter,  and  can  provide  in  this 
BUI  for  the  establishment  of  denominational 
schools  in  the  future  provinces.  I  would 
like  to  add  that  if  it  (the  Act  of  1871)  stood 
alone,  I  would  say  that  It  does  not  make 
an  obligation  to  parliament  to  give  such  a 
school  system  to  these  new  provinces.  But 
there  are  grounds  other  than  the  strictly 
legal  aspect  of  the  matter,  grounds  upon 
which  one  can  and  must  stand  If  he  wishes 
to  come  to  a  right  eonclusloa.  Some  of 
these  grounds  are  the  vested  rights  legiti- 
mately secured  to  these  people  by  virtue  of 


Vflrlou.  promUen  „hI  prevlou.  legl.l.tloD. 
Th«  pM„^  buy.,  boen  nuinerou..  We  bar. 
only  to  recoil  to  our  memory  dWerent  cir- 
cum,ta„..e,  whlcb  -re  «ow  «.mewb.t  for- 

J".?*.""^'  "'"•'•'•  "•  "•  '^"  that  under 
were  rr  ^'  ''•"""""*•  '•^""•'  ««»•''« 
conducted  by  the  var.ou,  eburche.  doln^ 
m  -lonary  work   In  the  far  we.t.    On  ,bj 

LnglLh  obnrrh.  ,nove<|.  seconded  by  the 
Rev.   LnlKkhe,  that : 


..'J.".5X.'!rs.-5uu'j.^i:.r,»-' 


A  few  month*  after.  In  the  fall  of  IKJi 
the  Presbyterian  church  presented  to  the 
eouncll    of    Aaslnlbola    the    following   petl- 

To  the  Oovernor  and  Council  of  Awlnlbola  • 
»»^r       ■"    '"  '«nprov«meirt  of  education  «Mm. 

the    premiss  Vtweln*  'Z^'v^^  .••""'"'  '» 
Whole  .«d  thi  Ho».^"cir^olfc;*"*"""*    -   • 
And  jrour  petltlooerB  shall  ever   >r«y 
'Ssd.)  A.    R0S6 
.n^  .K       .w  JOHNPIASER, 

SSifllty"  Red*'R/;;S.";L'.:^  "»«  Pre.byterUn  com- 

»^^^iVre^U^:'^^^\i^'-   L.fl«che 

congregatlon      '***""~  <"  "**  oowmlttee  of  hi< 

me"ux,«''S^';;,„*»J„*    »">/'<=«    »"•'•   «t   the  next 

to  .helitehop  o  ^LX^X''"^'  '^»' 
for  education  In  <^.5e™u^  J,  Afteeo  pouwda 
fifteen  pound,  m.w^ra.f,?^^!'''.."'®  «''<J«lonaJ 
English  poimlath>n.*^  '"^  education  of  the 

This   last  notice  of   motion   was  carried 
into  effect  on  the  9th  of  December.  S 

Ip^i^"  i^"  ^"^  introduced  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Lafleche  and  seconded  by  Dp.  Bonn,  and  it 
reads  as  follows  :  .     ""  -i 


We  Imve  in  tbese  ,„.,„^y  p„„„  ,„ 
Afferent  churches  the  recowltlon  of  the 
.lenomln.„l„„„i  school  sy.f.m.  In  so  fa,  „ 
any  «.v«...m  could  then  be  established  and 
re.o«„„„|  i„  ,bo^  terrlfor.es.  and  that 
«>stem  has  ,ince  been  looked  at  bv  the  peo- 
Pl"  as  a  riKht  vested  In  them. 

The  people  of  the  west  lived  under  that 

"'le   "l»   to    187(».  When    ,be   territories    bl 

'•"">»•  a  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

I   IH-K  the  hon.  irentlemen  l„  the  Senate 

,  to   bear   In   mind  this  condition   o:  thln«L 

I  «■  "•«  I  HM-ali   „.|.,,t  has  taken  place  In-twrnl 

n  I  parties  eonnecte,!  with  the  transmission 

n^T  ^"*'  "■"'"  *'"'  """J-on  Bay  Com- 
Pnny   to   Canada,     rt    I,    Important   not   to 

b>  the  rulInK  power  of  the  time.  vix.  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  created  for  evlrj 
section  of  the  people  vested  rl,fhts  abo^t 
ertncntlon.  In  order  to  understand  fully  tb« 
t>earluK  of  subsequent  events 

On  the  transfer  of  the  territories  to  Can- 
«d,^  trouble  arose  „k  everylKKly  knows,  on 
account  of  the  Injudicious  way  In  which  cer" 
ta  n  omclnlH  of  the  Kovernment  had  ItZ. 
Ihe   government   of   Canada    had    to   take 

sZfT  *"  ""'''''  P"'"-'^  «'«'  confidence 
NeKotlatlons  took  place,  and  these  negotla^ 

tons  were  the  occasion  of  distinct  promises 

on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  government  It- 

^elf.     Let  us  recall  some  of  those  promises 

Lord  Granville  to  whom  the  government 
md  asked  for  military  assistance.  Tn  « 
despatch  sent  to  the  Governor  General  5th 
of  March.  W<».  r^nl  Granville.  spSgoS 
Kehalf  Of  the  Imperial  government  salS 

-n,r..r"3t;„^Vn^'  Xh^mor.'en^o??^? 
It   Is,   well   to  refer  here   to   the   list   of 
rights.  Which  the  delegates  of  the  west  had 
submitted    to    the    Canadian    govIrnL^t 

SH  '  "/;"'  ^"'  "'  «'«»''«  elaireS^Tbe 
^rat'tlng  of  denominational  schools 

„„ff  Bill  Of  Rigbts  was  then  of  public 

notoriety     the    Imperial    government    ww 

aware  Of   it.   and   this  Injunction  of  Zri 

Z7":\:^^'  """"''"'^  *^'"^  *°  »^ 

given  to  the  Roman  Catholic  settlers  Indl- 
cates   Clearly   he   bad   In   view   the   cla?m. 
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of  the  Catbulloa  witb  re«{iM>t  to  edooatioo. 
It  doeit  mt,  Man  eM|i«i'lally  wlifn  we  rei-all 
tbe  action  of  the  fliidmtii  IImj  Coiiiimiii)'  In 
KrantlUK  iiioney  to  denuuiluntluiial  ■cbuola. 
What  Ufxt  V  Then  lanie  th*  uaiiurancM 
Klvj-n  to  IIIM  Oran-  lh«'  An-hliitbop  of  St. 
Koulfiii'i-  li.v  tlit»  Ouvvriior  Ueiieciil  of  Can- 
ada, Mir  .lohii  Young.  Hy  hla  immUIoii,  III* 
Oraw  wiiK  III  fait  r<'|ir«>NentlnK  all  the  In- 
tercjteil  imrtlex.  H»>  hiid  the  ciiiilldeiuv  of 
tbeiruvfrniiieiit  and  of  lh<>  reHlatlnit  element. 
Ho  ii;iy  dlrcctlun  or  |>ronilNi>  given  to  hlin 
may  he  coiiHhlercd  a«  partaking  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  comiHut.  It  wan  In  thU  itplrlt 
that  the  tlieii  (iovernor  Oeiierul,  Sir  John 
Younir,  afterwanlM  I.oni  MMgar,  wrote  to 
.MoiiMelKiH'ur  Tachf-  on  the  lilth  February, 
1«70: 

Tht'  ImptTlal  KOvernoK'nt  baa  no  Intenllon  of 
•ctlOR  otberwiie  tlian  In  pf>rrei't  Rood  faitb 
toward*  the  Inhahttanta  of  ttie  Xorlhwi'il.  The 
people  may  rely  that  ruapeit  and  attention  will 
be  extended  to  the  differeol  rellgloui  per- 
luailons. 

rrevlouH  to  writing  tbip  letter  tbe  Uov- 
eruor  (ienerMi  had  iMMiied  a  t'foi'lamatlon  In 
which   there   were  the  following   *orda  : 

By  Her  Majeaty'i  authority,  I  do  therefore 
aMure  you  that  on  the  union  with  Canada  •41 
your  civil  and  reMilous  rlgbti  and  prtvllegea 
Kill  be  reapected. 

By  theMe  priK-IamatlonH  and  directions, 
ihe  Canadian  government  liecanie  a  party 
to  the  imperial  promlHex, 

Then  here  again,  we  have  a  clear  under- 
taking by  the  highest  authorltlex  In  the 
land  and  In  the  empire  to  respect  tbe  rights 
of  the  CatholU-  population.  In  whatever 
unmber,  of  whatever  colour  they  might  be. 
And  those  rights  are  clearly  those  referred 
to  in  the  B'll  of  Rights  and  recognized  as 
far  back  as  18.-.1,  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany. 

The  Crown  itself  is  a  party  to  the  com- 
pact, and  for  this  parliament  to  repudiate 
to-day  the  pledges  of  the  Crown  Is  almost 
equivalent  to  a  crime  of  Insubordination 
against  tbe  authority  and  pledges  of  the 
Sovereign. 

Apart  from  that,  let  me  say  Just  here 
that  too  often  we  bear  and  we  see  in  tbe 
general  press  that  even  if  there  was  ever  a 
compact  in  connection  with  the  Territories 
It  was  with  a  few  balf-breeds  and  that  the 
white  population  coming  Into  the  country 
is  not  to  be  bound  for  ever  by  that  compact. 
That   is  a  doctrine  wblcb  does  not  sound 


well  to  the  ear  of  a  law-abiding  |>«opl». 
Any  agreeinetit  etitere<l  Into  with  any  clna* 
of  the  population  Mhould  Im>  adhered  to  a* 
Ktrlrtly  as  any  covenants  gone  Into  by  any 
two  respettable  Indlvldiiala.  .\ny  nation, 
any  public  iMsly.  any  i;overninent  Is  bound 
to  live  up  to  the  agre<>inentN  en'.rwl  Into 
by  tiK'in.  And  If  they  do  not,  p.ibllc  opinion 
and  parlhitneiit  Mhould  forre  them  to  retrate 
their  "ttfxt  and  do  »»hat  Is  right.  In  this 
•  am-  the  very  weaklieHs  of  those  roiii'erne«l 
Mhould  Indiiic  UM  t.i  treat  them  honestly 
and  with  gi-neroslty.  I«et  us  nut  be  misled 
by  siKli  attetiiptM  at  getting  over  oiiv  signa- 
ture without  delivering  the  gtssls.  The 
agreement  enter»il  Into  Is  not  imly  with 
thoM«.  Ilr^,  setfters.  It  wim  made  with  the 
proBiiective  settlers,  too.  The  Immigration 
literature  of  the  governments  of  Canada, 
imst  ami  present,  has  re  treNenttHi  to  the 
Inteiuling  settlers  that  If  they  were  to  i-oiue 
to  this  tountry  they  would  enjoy  freedom 
of  spe<>t'h,    freedom   of  wnscleuce   and   also 

the  privileges  of  de iilmitional  schools.    In 

a  retent  Issik  lssue«l  by  the  government,  with 
the  view  of  making  the  foreigners  aware  of 
the  comlltions  that  they  will  Hnd  when 
coming  within  our  iMirders,  It  is  said  that 

At  the  unton.  In  1867,  eare  wai  takein  to  lafe- 
cu«rd    the    riRhta    and    prlvilegea    of   denom. 
n«tloiial   and   separate   acboola.    (La   Pulsaance 
du  Canada,   page  62.) 

This  sentence  Is  only  one  which  has  been 
repeat«Hl  year  after  year  since  18irr.  If  ihe 
system  did  not  suit  them  they  were  aware 
of  It  :  they  could  stay  at  home  ;  they  came 
here  with  their  eyes  opene<l  •  they  Iwcame 
party  to  the  agrwiiient  and  they  are  Itound 
to-day  by  the  same.  If  on  the  other  hand 
it  »ulte«l  them.  It  Is  a  breach  of  jiromlse  to- 
day to  deprive  them  of  It.  And  who  are  the 
other  parties  to  that  agreement  V  It  Is  tbe 
Canadian  government,  it  Is  the  t'anudian 
nation.  It  Is  the  Crown  Itself,  as  shown  by 
the  proclamation  and  letters  of  Lord  LIsgnr, 
Just  Quotetl.  Is  It  not  an  act  unworthy  of 
the  honour  of  Canada  that  we  should  by 
repudiating  these  pledges,  bring  now  such 
a  disregard  upon  the  nation,  uiron  the  gov- 
ernment of  Canada  and  upon  the  Crown. 
Let  us  Canadians  of  this  20th  century,  let  us 
take  a  position  not  inferior  to  that  of  our 
predecessors  ;  let  not  the  pages  of  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  country  s»  the  present  time, 
be  defaced  by  the  application  of  a  less  dig- 
nified  and  less  honourable  rule  than   that 


wLIch  wan  mjd  down  by  the  rathers  of  con- 
federation and  their  lnin.edl„te  nueoess^" 

ScaL  M-'  ""^^  '"""'  '"""«"«*«  successors 
because  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie  himself 
Who  bocanie  premier  of  Canada  InS 
himself  rec-ognlzed  that  the  p^l.iy  'JJ 
advocated  by  me  was  a  good  o^     He  r" 

TIT.  ",  '"^^  '•^'  •"-  '^«'«'«"o"  and  by 
his  words  In  parliament,  as  I  will  show  In 
a  moment ;  but.  as  my  line  of  argumem  nur 

protect  on  to  the  minority  has  been  affirmed 
not  only  on  principle  by  expressed   wo^S 

me  .o'b„    '■  T'  '"^  "'^°  ^^  'egislatloTle 
me  ^o  back  to  1870-1  will  oome  after  to 

Mr.  Mackenzie's  acts  and  utten.^,is       ' 
fnmi^™'  *''^I'"'"«'"ent  of  Canada  had  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  a  part  of    f.e  we«t 
ern  territories.      u  ,.~utJ  fhl  ! 

Manltohi      If  . ':"^"*®*'  *''«'  province  of 

af  viTnrm^^c::;v2tre^a; 

An'd  :i:^7"*'"'  "'  <J-nomln«tlona,  school' 
And  that  enactment  was  then  an  afflrmarn 
of  the  policy  contemplated  bv  the  fathl™ 

trZTTV  ^""^^'"^^'-  ^  t^e  Br" 
tisn  North  Amer  ca  Act    iSfi?   in  i*« 

morp   doanU'    1*  ..  »""»  again  and 

•"urf   aeepij,   if  poss  b  e    eirintr  ♦!.„    4_ 

and  tbe  inward  Interpretation  "o?  the  co^ 
pact  entered  Into  as  well  as  the  very  be^t" 
Indication  that  freednm  ^»         "^  »ery  oest 

tobetherule.ncTnada'''^""'^"""^' 

regime.  Then  there  was,  as  there  is  tn^»» 
some  divergence  of  opinions  oT  he  fl^o; 
It  iemfr;  ""'  ""  ^''^  ^'"'»*'^-  «"hougb 
Co^Z^s.*' BuHlLtr  i"'^  ^"""^  »' 

r;^ir/"^"-"-^"^^^^^^^^^ 
s::r:iifZ-rf^-~ 

was  ZTr  "'''  "P''^'«^.  "^"^d  theTlu 
was  that  clause  li  was  Intrwluced  in  the 
Act    constituting    the    government    of    Z 


Northwest   Territories  (1873).       And  a.  to 

hat  clause  being  the  result  of  such  a  po  icy 

let  me  quote  a  few  sentence,  uttered  £ 

by  the  leaders  of  both  parties 

In   the  first  place.   I   wish  "to  recall  the 

s^SbreJt  t  ?;:•  h^"*"^-  ^••^  '"*'»«-^  *'« 

Iw  M  r/  """'^-  ^''"t  quotation  will 
worl  f  xr""  ^"^  «"hseq„ent  action  and 
«ords  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.    Mr.  Blake  said 

I  wJ^holoT   P'-'mary   Institution,   under   which 

I  and  famlliee  «Itt?irt  aWJ^;  S'l'lo"""   of   m«n 

upon   by   anv   le/iV^at?^  ttJ^  "^'^  "«  entered 

discover  that  Mr.  Blake  then  meant  hit 
the  measure  of  liberty  and  protection  thev 
were  about  to  give  to  the  people  of  the 
Northwest  Territories  was  to  1 J  of  a  per 
manent  character  and  would  apply  no!  only 
to   the  then   actual   population,   but   to  all 

that  could  be  dreamed  of.    And  Mr   Blake 
n  speaking  In  that  way  wanted  to  Jariat 
future  population.     Because  he  says  again  : 
He  believed  that  It  wa«  oa^^n.,  » 

those  rights  w«*,L^  F^Jt*^  beforehaoid  what 
,  we  invltfd' th'rto%«tIe  '"'  ''''^'''  '"  ""^^ 

cuSlt/i^^rorthe^o^^'*'    r"t  ""    '''^■ 

"uJi?h.7r^S'f V!^f-  He  ^-'5 

racter  of  thit^mMfilnir®"''  .*''*  senemi  cha- 
analogous  to*'t,^^'^Sli^'*"o?  ^^  "omewhat 
there  should  beTome  prov  ^Ton  fn  ?l!*"'°-  '*** 
tlon  by  which  they ThouM  hi,  °  *5^  eoo.titu- 
tbem  the  same  ri.hlr^i^    'T*  'interred  upon 

the  people  of  tfcj  proXe  of  SStLf  °**-^r«'^  »>' 
iMples  of  local  a^lt.^^^ZZ  ^'*rlo.    The  prta- 

Instruction  i^m^'f'h',™^"*  ""Mtlon  of  pubU5 
<n«I  prCpt^^Tt^  S^Te''  *'  ""  *">«  «'-• 

RIaL**!*'  'if*  °'  ^"'''^  suggestions  of  Mr 
n lake  to  the  government,  let  ns  see  now 
what  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  then  PHme  Mlnir 
ter  of  Canada,  said.  Mr.  Mackd;  a^d 
that  he  would  provide  a  clause  by  whlcS 
coSeM^n^"*^,*',^----  by   and    "^th    the 

»i.ht  b..  .h^^d^-^^ji  VuT^f^LW^^ 


In  respect  of  education,  but  it  would  be  spe- 
clbl'ly  provided  that  tlie  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers migbt  eatal>Ush  sucli  scliools  and  impo«e 
•ucb  necessary  a«6e«ameoit  a«  they  might  think 
ftt  ;  and  that  the  minority  of  the  ratepayers, 
whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic,  might 
estabdish  separate  AchooU  :  and  such  rate- 
payers would  be  liable  only  to  such  edurcational 
aaaessnvents  as  they  might  impose  upon  them- 
selves. This,  he  hoped,  would  meet  the  objec- 
tlMi  otTered  by  the  hon.  member  for  South 
Bruce  (Mr.  Blake). 

This  niralii  was  a  declaration  of  policy 
and  a  compact.  This  conclusion  is  nil  the 
more  strougly  I'orced  upon  us  by  some  of 
the  utterances  of  other  leading  members  of 
the  House  then. 

Mr.  Smith,  now  Lord  Strathcona.  and 
then  member  for  Selkirk,  said  that  he 

was  gJad  to  And  that  the  First  Minister  In- 
tended to  iiniro(hice  a  provision  In  committee 
dealing  with  the  subject. 

Hon.  Mr.  Mills,  a  respected  member  of 
the  Liberal  party,  said  at  the  time  : 

There  wae  another  matter,  it  seemed  to  him, 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded  ;  and  that  was  the 
terms  and  conditions  under  which  these  people 
would  ultimately  be  formed  into  a  province.  It 
would  be  better  that  the  people  who  settle  that 
t«rritoTy  should  know  l>eforeband  the  terms  and 
conditioLe  under  which  they  would  be  an  »r- 
sanized  part  of  the  Dominion. 

The  policy  suggesteil  by  those  utterances 
was  adopted  and  the  Bill  passed  In  the 
Commons.  Then  It  came  to  the  Senate. 
Here  again  that  policy  was  regarded  as 
most  appropriate.  Many  honourable  gen- 
tlemen addressed  the  House.  Amongst 
others  ther  were  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  Hon. 
Mr.  Scott  and  Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Campbell, 
then  the  leader  of  the  opposition.  On  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Hon.  Mr.  Alklns 
to  the  effect  of  rejecting  the  clause  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Mackenzie  In  the  Commons, 
Sir  Alexander  Campbell  said  : 

It  would  be  much  to  he  regretted  if  -  the 
amendment  passed.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  establish  and  perpetuate  in  the  Northweyt 
Territories  the  same  system  a«  prevaited  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  which  had  worked 
«o  we41  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  harmony 
with  the  diftorent  populations  of  those  prov- 
inces. He  thought  thie  fairer  course,  and  the 
better  one,  for  all  races  and  creeds,  was  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  government,  and 
enable  the  people  to  establish  separate  schools 
io  that  territory  and  thus  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  evils  from  wbich  Ontario  aiai  Quebec 
had  suffered,  but  had  Judiciously  rid  them- 
selves. 

Mr,  Brown  himself,  wlio  hud  been  all  his 
life  an  opponent  of  separate  schools  on  prin- 


ciple, agreed  to  the  remarks  made  by  his 
colleagues  on  that  occasion.     He  said  : 

He  concurred  wKh  what  had  fallen  from  his 
hon.  friends  on  the  treasury  benclies,  and  from 
hon.  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  on  the  amend- 
ment with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  allowing 
separate  schools. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Scott,  who  was  then,  I  be- 
lieve, as  he  is  to-day.  Secretary  of  State, 
gave,  in  the  following  words,  the  true  doc- 
trine on  this  matter.     He  said  : 

He  was  one  of  those  who  maintained  that 
parents  had  a  right  lO  educate  their  children 
as  they  pleased,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  to  maintain  schoole  to  wbich  they  could 
not  canficieutlous'ly  send  their  chi'ldren.  Our 
whole  system  of  government  was  based  upon 
that  sound  principle,  and  how  long  could  we 
have  happiness  and  peace  In  this  country  if  we 
were  to  at>o.lish  that  safeguard,  which  was  now 
recognized' in  both  the  'large  provinces. 

Hon.  Mr.  Miller  has  said  to-ulght  that  he 
has  changed  his  views  on  this  matter  in  so 
fur  as  the  constitutionul  power  of  this  par- 
liament goes.  Iiut  nevertheless,  let  me  quote 
his  words  as  repeated  by  him  to-night.  It 
will  go  a  long  way  to  show  that  at  the  tlmi- 
the  law  of  187.>  was  passed,  It  was  the  gen- 
eral consensus  of  opinion  that  such  law  was 
settling  the  question  for  all  time  tu  come. 

Parliament,  (said  the  hon.  ge;itleman)  had  an 
undoubted  right,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
make  such  provisions  regarding  tlte  question 
of  education,  or  any  other  question,  for  this 
new  territory,  as  In  its  wisdom  U  thought  beat 
for   the    future    peace    and    well-being    of    the 

country 

He  thought  they  should  take  a  lesson  from 
their  past  experience,  and  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject in  a  fabr  and  liberal  spirit.  All  the  Bill 
asked  was  that  all  parties  im  that  new  country 
should  have  »uch  schools  as  they  chose  to  eata- 
blish  at  their  own  expense,  and  that  minoritlea 
would  at  all  times  be  safe  against  the  tyranay 
or  intolieraDce  of  majorities.  That  would  not  be 
Interfering  with  the  Just  rights  of  any  Irady  or 
clan  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  guar- 
anteeing the  rights  of  all  olasses.  It  would 
simply  be  providing,  while  they  had  the  power 
to  do  so.  for  freedom  of  conscience  with  regard 
to  the  vexed  question  of  education. 

And  again  in  lS7(i.  the  hon.  gentleman 
said,  with  regard  to  the  law  of  1875  : 

He  OMr.  Miller)  thanked  the  government 
atraln  for  their  determination  to  adhere  to  the 
law  of  last  seselon,  which  secured  freedom  of 
education  for  ever  to  the  Terrltorlee  of  the 
Northwest.  When  the  Act  will  have  been 
proclaimed,  which  he  supposed  would  shortly 
be  done,  it  can  never  be  repealed,  and  the  pri- 
vileges it  guarantees  will  then  become  the 
blrtbrigbt  of  ttic  generations  that  are  to  peo- 
ple that  great  and  protaistng  cottntry,  s»  long 
at  least  as  British  Institutions  and  British 
Justice  shall  prevail  there. 


pogrom  7""''  '"''"^^  '■^'"«'''«  '-t  me 
i«in.„  ^""'^  parliament  to  leit- 

with  Hhlch  they  have  to  conform  their  own 

oTth;;„  T:  ""^  '^  "■*'"  -isted  upoT 


under  the  Union  A«  and  ,mH»"°l'lP'-  '"*"  <=««»>e 
With  regard  to  Separate  s^S^^.^''^  Provialon, 

Hou.  Sir  AlexM„,ler  Campbell  said  • 

peTpltuZ*"(:^r;^''%fJ"  .'^^»  ">  ^o'ablUh  an<l 
west  TerrltorlS.  ti,/  P^'^"*'**  '^'  the  North- 
lu  Ontario  and  Qi^e^""""  ''"""^  «  Prev^Ld 

Which  thev  H^uTd  .r**  t-ondltons  tmder 
-n  Of  the^  rZXoT7^  etLX"^^ 
templated  the  aottinl  creat^i  „,  *  *"""" 

rSe%=r'r^-^-=5r; 

.•.noILU""^    e  1  ;  ''rnd'''"-"r ^"^  ''«^'°^ 
stances    it   i,7       T        ''^'"    *'>*««    clreum- 


such  as  would  be  division  amon^t  Z- 
selves,  oppression  of  the  mlnorl  les  by  the 

tans  N  wT*".""  '^""'•^  -.-oience  ob- 
alns  Nuw,  i  wish  this  House  would  listen 
o  another  argument  arising    out    of    nS 

I'J  the  Territories  themselves.  We  are  tSd 
we  should  have  full  eonfldenee  in  the  nJni^ 
Of  the  Northwest.    But,  when  w"  rtaiMh! 

-^•ouhl  establish  schools  of  their  own    ^hev 
provided  by  those  ordinances  the  machine? 

i:ui:::rhL,r";";T.rtrn 

creed  that;—  which  de- 

r«pect   to   <*ei,<^  „a?L 'f''^,°r  f-'v-ifW  with 

or'e '^{r4-  dl^^telTt  'a^j;  ^?^"'-  *  •"'•« 
at  the  ujrion   or  rlhiZ.*,/*""*^*  «**«ts  by  law 
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to   tb«  Oovernor  Oen«ral  In  Council  from  any 
act  or  decision  of  any  proTidcial  authority. 

This  lan^uiiKe  is  tantamount  to  saying 
that  tlie  provisions  made  iu  matters  of  edu- 
cation, when  once  passed  by  the  province, 
sliull  not  be  altered  nor  repealed.  They 
are  to  be  the  permanent  law  of  the  province. 

Now,  I  contend  that  the  fact  of  the  Dom- 
inion parliament  having  given  to  the 
Territories  a  political  organization  of  their 
own  In  187.",  has  placed  those  territories 
in  the  position  of  a  province.  P'or  all  the 
purposes  of  the  Bill  now  before  us,  the 
words  territories  and  province  are  synon- 
ymous. The  rights  belonging  to  the  one 
political  organization  belong  to  the  other 
as  a  matter  of  course.  There  Is  no  sub- 
stautinl  difference  between  the  annexation 
to  confederation  of  a  province  and  the 
annexation  of  these  territories.  The  word 
province  In  subsections  I  and  3  of  clause 
S)3  aforesaid  of  the  Confederation  Act, 
stands  to  mean  any  portion  of  the  territory 
duly  organized  and  having  a  distinct  entity 
from  any  odier  part  of  confederation.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  those  territories  have  had  for 
many  years  past  their  political  autonomy. 
They  have  had  their  own  legislative  au- 
thority, they  have  had  their  provincial 
political  assembly,  they  have  had  the  man- 
agement of  their  affairs,  their  go\ernment, 
their  Judiciary,  their  lieutenant-governor, 
their  representatives,  both  in  the  Senate  and 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  AVhat  we  are 
doing  now  is  simply  to  determine  tlieir  boun- 
daries in  a  different  way  and  to  give  tbem 
some  extended  powers  and  the  name  of  pro- 
vinces nfter  having  given  them  long  ago 
provincial  powers. 

This  action  of  ours  now  Is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  substance,  but  simply  a  question  of 
degree  and  of  delimitation.  We  merely  say 
to  them:  'Instead  of  Ijeing  one  politicil  entity 
you  will  henceforth  constitute  two  political 
entitles,  and  Instead  of  having  the  right  to 
legislate  on  such  and  snch  a  matter,  you  will 
have  the  right  to  legislate  on  such  and  such 
other  matters.'  We  are  supplementing  their 
legislative  Jurisdiction.  They  are  already 
sovereign  on  certain  matters  within  their 
boundaries,  (subject  only  to  the  veto  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council,  as  in  the  case 
of  any  other  province)  we  extend  those 
powers  to  some  other  subjects. 

True  it  may  be  objected  that  the  fact  that 


the  federal  power  Is  still  nble  to  Interfere 
with  their  political  status,  is  an  evidence  of 
their  subordinate  condition.  It  is  true  that 
their  condition  is  a  subordinate  one.  But 
subordinate  as  it  may  be,  they  are  Just  the 
same  a  political  entity.  It  is  indifferent 
whether  they  hold  that  political  entity  under 
the  name  of  province  o.'  territories.  The 
moment  they  enjoy  the  privilege  of  admin- 
istering their  affairs  to  any  extent  then  they 
come  under  the  operation  of  subsections  1 
and  3  of  the  clause  03  of  thff  British  North 
America  Act.  Because  there  Is,  as  it  were, 
a  contract  entered  into  between  the  differ- 
ent powers  that  be  and  the  people,  to  abide 
by  certain  enactments  and  by  certain  Ideals, 
without  which  a  certain  part  of  the  people 
would  not  liave  gone  into  those  Territories, 
without  which  that  part  of  the  people 
would  not  have  abandoned  their  native 
land  for  their  new  land,  nor  their  compara- 
tively easy  life  for  the  trials  and  the  hard- 
ships of  the  settler's  life. 

In  the  year  18i>l,  an  Act  was  passed 
amending  the  Supreme  Court  Act,  so  as  to 
give  to  the  Governor  in  Council  power  to 
submit  certain  questions  of  law  or  facts  to 
that  court.  In  that  Act,  subsection  3  of 
section  4,  assimilates  the  territories  to  the 
provinces  in  providing  that  in  any  such  case 
the  government  shall  notify  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  province  interested,  or,  says, 
the  statute  :  '  in  the  case  of  the  Northwest 
TeiTitories,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  shall 
be  notified  of  the  hearing,'  in  order  that  he 
may  Ik;  heard  If  he  thinks  fit. 

This  statute  manifestly  here  makes  the 
Northwest  Territories  rank  as  a  province 
and  recognizes  to  such  territories  the  same 
rights  as  to  the  i>rovinces  generally.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  they  are  considered  as  a  pro- 
vince. 

This  assimilation  of  the  territories  to  a 
province  made  by  me  as  above,  is  warrant- 
etl  by  the  parliament  of  Canada  Itself.  In- 
deed, If  I  turn  to  the  interpretation  Act,  as 
found  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  188C,  there 
I  read  (subsection  13  of  sec.  7) : — '  The  ex- 
pression '  province '  includes  the  North- 
west Territories  and  the  District  of  Kee- 
watin.' 

Thus  by  common  sense,  in  equity  and  in 
accord  with  the  enactments  of  our  parlia- 
ment, we  have  to  admit  that  the  terri- 
tories stand  now,  although  l)earing  a  differ- 
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ent  appellation,  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
provinces  In  our  political  fabric.  aJi  being 
•o.  we  must  treat  them  u„rter  the  present 
e  rcun,sta„.es  as  we  won,.,  he  boS^Jo 
treat  any  other  province  having  distinctly 

wilTr    '",  '"'  '""^^  «-e  parliament 
tah?t,  ^^'r°*»  »»  --eeoKnlze  and  to  maln- 

1  t  o  "i.'^  V""'*''''"'^  ".v  clause  11  of  the 
Act  or  IS,.,.    .\u„.  |j,t  u^  ^^  j,^ 

and  naa.ntnln  In  the  Act  now  before  u  htj 
rights  for  these  new  provinces.  It  Is  due  (o 
".en.,  and  It  Is.due  to  us.  Inasmuch  a^  U 
w-as.  when  the  Aff  nf  iut- 

iiie  Atr  or  I87.»  was  passed   the 

ns  shown  b.v  the  above  quotations,  which  I 
^m  now  repeat  and  supplement 

in^ieser;"^''*'*'*'''''^^'''"-^^^--'*^ 


under  the  Union  Arf.nl^*    ^"'""^    ""'y    «me 

By  these  words,  Hon.  Mr.  Brown  express 
ej  theop,.  ,,^  ..at  the  provision  Of  The  r; 
Of  18...  wa.,  .  K-Ing  the  Territories  In  the 
position  Of  a  province  and.  to  use  The  ve^y 

trothiced.  then  acc-ording    to    the    terms   of 
the  constitution,  n  was  Introduced  for  a, 
t  me  to  come.'    And  so  must  also  be  con 
«  rned   the   words   .f  Mr.   Blake.   wL   h" 
said,  discussing  the  same  Act  of  1875  • 

glous  ln«ruction  as  &  i^. '"''**'?  ^^  '«"- 
people  of  the  P^y^Jot  or^lT'"'^.  ^^  '"« 
pies  of  local  «o-f^  Ontario.    The  princl- 

Of  the  qiS?  „S  ;f"Chr°f*°.'  *''<'  "»«  »"»«'.8 
to  him  ought  to  be  .hl^i'".,^'''*^."*"  "  «««>»« 
the  measuFe  '*"*  cardin«l  principles 

In  the  Senate  Sir  Alexander  Campbell  pu- 
tbe^same  meaning  on  that  clause.  wS'^h; 

Ontario  aad   Queb^     system    as    prevailed   in 

Let  me  add  the  words  of  the  Hon  Mr 
Penny,  who  though  not  an  admire,  of  toe 
Borate   schools,   expressly    declared    t^at 

.iKglSe'^riaJll^'t/i^  "°'^""  "'  ">««  "y 
B  tne  creation  of  separate  schools. 

Now    let  us  see  what  public  opinion  un- 

^:rr ""''  t-  ^^^  *  '^^'•" ••  -  *""  «t».  i 

■'^prii,  iSio,  said  :  i 


By  their  Northwest  TerrJtorlo.  niu  »•. 

pTo^po^^,  r  ^r'el^?^     J  eSTenlr  »•■    ^^ 

«>«»n  put  on  r«aw*  {S^.,  '*,'"*^  q«»e»W»n  bad 
•nd  if  by The  Nor^hw^t  'ac?  'ThJ  iS^"""''''- 
showJd  havie  D«ev«iT!S  ...  ">«  "overnment 
educational  matt^rg  In  ,J^""*.  '>'»™1°«»  <» 
which  belonw  to  u.    n  ^  ?"*'  "''  ^""'"^ry 

Montreal   Miazette.'  nth  March.  1875- 
.-T5^--^----^t.tut^^..^ 

And   whilst   approving   of  this  principle 

should  be  given  to  that  Bill  In  view  of  its 
importance,    it  sa.vs,  however  : 

iat'Tthe"  N^tLwe^t wl*""""!! <»'  ""niifrratlon 
the  import^e  ofVa^^'?"  I.""'*  *>"'>t  of 
Itwtitutlona  under  ^hlth*  ^^.k"*!?^'*'"  <"  'he 
Immigrants  win  have  ?A  n J"*  '"i"""^'  '»>»" 
van<;e.  "®    '°   "'^-   settled   in  ad- 

varfand^Jl'tTZ'  government  settled  in  «d- 

oo^ngTnto  practeal'"cf,^J"H'"^  P?""*^'  ">'"'• 
leglstoMon  and  by  ?ie^^"**1  *"''=^'''  ""'her 
Ing  settleiiient  aov  fmm.^  '.""^'^  °'  "dvanc 
country  wtH  do  "o  wiTh  ,h^°/ ■? "i""**  ""  '."> 
the  institutions  uS<W  thl^h  '"","» °*'edge  of 
win  assume  therefwe  .  v^i ''^ '*  '*'  "^«  a"-' 
to  those  InsfiiSu^    :  ."  ^""""•H'   allegrfance 

tl.r"r!'  "r^  '■™""'''"  '^  ^•"'  «PPear  that 
the  Gazette-  Is  taking  the  view  that  the 
-.actment  of  187.-.  Axes  the  future  condition 
of  ex  stence  of  the  territories.  And  thwe 
.•emarks  are  applying  to  the  sch,irsvstrm 
as  wei,  as  to  the  other  portions  oTth  J  S 
This  Is  made  evident  by  the  following  lines 

o.im'ed%n";e?ere*'.;"t''r ',„«"?  ««^^r''°'«-t  had 

of  education  anTInVovls?l'f'SrT,!f°'  »^J"=* 

f  those  difficulties  which  ^  .m    ^  "vokjftnce 

olng  so        ,,  h-m'in'N'e^'B'rltwl°r"^.?,'e^ 

r"e"omUo"S  a^:  Tbm^t'-tedT^r  *  l*^--^' 
to  co;rer  it.  """"n'tted  a  m*nu«crlpt  clause 


So.  according  to  what  has  been  said   there 
were   certain   rights,   certain   oondltLs   J? 

tilnf  ^^!f  •"'«"«»  *»>»•  ">  1875.  and  tiose 
i  hlngs  and  conditions  were  to  be  for  ever 

2^7:7}"  •^  P«'T>etuated.  according  to 
Sir  Alexander  Campbell.    They  knew  then 
what   those   conditions  were,      it   was   th« 
system  of  denominational  schools  asunder 
stood  m  Quebec  and  Ontario.    That  s^ms 
t»  bave   been   forgotten  and  also  to  W 
become  more  complicated  than  It  was  then 
on  accoimt  of  certain  legislation  of  the  tS 
tories  themselves. 
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Let  us  ascertain    the   constitutional   con- 
dition of  things  existing  there  iit  the  present 
time  In  matters  of  education.    If  the  Catho- 
lic population  have  vested  rights  no  n  mount 
of  rensoning  should  be  able  to  deprlvo  them 
of  those  rights.    The  parliament  of  Canada 
ought  to  X>e  the  first  to  respect  such  n  com- 
pact and   apply   In  their  proper  spirit  the 
principles  laid  down  in  subsections  1  nnd  3 
of  clause  83  of  the  British  North  America 
Act,  1867. 
^     That  condition  of  things  is  the  one  wh!ch 
was  duly  established  by  the  Act  of  1875, 
and    by    the    legitimate   ordinances   passed 
under  that  Act  by  the  legislative  as-sembly 
of  the  Northwest.     It  cannot  be  denied  that 
by  clause  11  of  the  Act  of  1875,  the  intention 
was  to  give  to  the  denominations  coming 
under   the  designation   of    Protestants   and 
Catholics— the  privilege  of  establishing  such 
schools  as  are  regarded  by  them  as  aCTord- 
Ing  full  protection  to  their  respective  views, 
vis :  denominational  schools.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  intention  was  carried  out  by 
subsequent  ordinances,  notably  by  tbe  ordin- 
ances from  1884  to  1888.    Those  ordinances 
were  intra  vires  of  the  legislative  assembly 
and  created  a  denominational  school  system 
which   Is  still,   legally  and  constitutionally 
the  very  condition  of  things  in  the  North- 
west.    I  say  it  Is  still  the  legal  actual  con- 
dition   of    things,    because    all    ordinances 
passed   since  are  ultra   vires,  consequently 
they  are  null,  void  and  as  such,  non-existent. 
These   latest  ordinances   are   void    because 
tliey    were   passed   against    the   letter   and 
spirit  of  clause  11  of  the  Act  of  1875.    Ily 
the  ordinances  of  1891  and  1892,  they  abolish 
the. denominational  schools  previously  estab 
llshed.      The    legislative    assembly   of    the 
Northwest  could  not  do  that.    Subsections 
1  and  3  of  the  93rd  clause  of  the  British 
North   America   Act,  1867,   prohibited   such 
action. 

Mr.  Haultain  himself  was  verj*  far  from 
being  sure  of  the  correctners  of  his  legis- 
lation, because  according  to  the  present 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Northwest,  he 
was  re|>orted  by  the  Reglna  '  Leader '  as 
having  said  that : 

There  were  some  points  in  the  BtU  he  could 
not  asree  to  and  which  be  would  mention.  Ha 
could  not  agree  to  the  olause  making  umiform 
text  hooka  compulsorv.  It  was  contrary  to  the 
constituttoD. 

Judge  Rouleau  wrote  at  the  time  to  Hit 
Grace  Archbishop  TachC  that  the  ordinance 


was  unconstitutional  and  that  separate 
schools  were  no  more  in  existence  although 
they  were  still  designated  under  that  name. 
According,  again,  to  the  present  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  of  the  Northwest,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Forget,  the  ordinance  had  for  Its  ob- 
ject the  '  abolishing  of  every  feature  which 
characterises  the  Catholic  schools.'  '  No- 
thing essential  uo  more  distinguishes  the 
Catholic  schools  from  the  Protestant  schools, 
except  the  now  irouictil  designation  of  *  sep- 
arate schools.'  Now,  chapters  I'D  and  30  of 
the  ordinances  of  1901  are  but  a  revised  edi- 
tion of  the  ordinances  of  1801  and  1892 
which  took  away  the  characteristics  of  the 
Catholic  schools,  and  now  It  Is  proposed  to 
make  that  legislation  the  limit  of  the  guar- 
antee which  the  mlnorltf  Is  to  rely  on  In 
the  future,  and  also  the  limit  of  the  con- 
trol that  the  same  minority  will  ever  have 
on  the  education  of  their  children.  I  do 
not  believe,  hon.  gentlemen.  It  is  the  way 
we  should  deal  witji  the  people  of  the  North- 
west. 

The  actual  rights  of  the  minority  now  are 
those  guaranteed  by  the  Act  of  1875,  and  by 
the  ordinances  passed  by  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  the  Northwest  from  18*t  to  1888 
in  the  exercise  of  its  legal  and  legitimate 
Jurisdiction.  The  subsequent  ordinances 
limiting  those  rights  were  not  within  tli 
Jurisdiction  of  legislative  assembly,  and  con- 
sequently must  not  govern  the  situation.  The 
de  facto  situation  Is  not  the  legal  situation 
nor  is  it  satlsfactorj-  to  the  section  of  the 
people  whose  cause  we  are  now  aOvocatlng. 
The  legal  situation  would  be  satisfactory  and 
this  parliament  ougtt  not  to  hesitate  to  ra- 
tify the  same  by  the  new  charters.  Does 
the  present  Bill  give  the  minorities  the 
S'^.hool  system  which  tliey  are  entitled  to  1 
li  may  give  it  In  name,  It  does  not  give 
It  in  fact.  It  is  the  greatest  poli- 
tical bantering  that  ever  was  perpetrat- 
ed. We  hear  some  supporters  of  the 
Bill  stating  In  emphatic  terms  the  ne- 
cessity of  granting  to  the  minorities  sa- 
tisfactory conditions,  and  they  lead  the 
people  to  believe  that  this  Bill  has  this 
effect,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  It  does 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

It  is  claimed,  as  an  objection  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  true  system  of  denomina- 
tional schools,  that  If  we  were  to  enact  here 
a  charter  Imposing  that  system  we  would 
put  the  new  provinces  in  a  subordinate  posi- 
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tlon.  Who  would  dare  to  rise  on  the  floor 
of  this  Houae  and  say  that  Ontario  and 
Quebec  are  aubordinate  provincea  ?  Yet, 
they  have  the  ayetem  of  denominational 
achoole  ?  Both  are  aatlafled,  both  are  keep- 
ing the  pledgreg  they  made  to  the  mlnorltlea 
when  they  went  Into  confederation.  Surely 
the  west  could  be  satisfied  If  placed  in  the 
same  situation  as  those  great  provinces, 
Which  may  be  called  the  parent  states  In 
our  federal  aggregation. 

Now,  if  parliament  has  full  juris- 
diction, the  question  presents  Itself  to 
our  consideration:  is  It  a  good  poli- 
cy to  confer  upon  minorities  certain 
guarantees  which  should  satisfy  them 
lu  matters  of  education,  and  further  than 
that,  are  we  not  bound  to  confer  such  guar- 
antees ?  It  was  considered  a  good  policy 
to  legislate  In  that  way  wben  confederation 
was  framed.  And  It  was  considered  to  be 
a  good  policy  not  only  for  thn  time  being, 
not  only  for  certain  provinces,  but  for  the 
future  and  for  ,".11  the  provinces  for  which 
the  pj^rilameut  of  Canada  would  then  be  In 
a  position  to  frame  a  constitution.  The 
Intention  of  that  policy  Is  to  be  found  In 
many  of  the  speeches  made  by  our  states- 
men at  the  time  of  the  troductlon  In  the 
old  Canadian  parilament  of  the  Quebec  reso- 
lutions. 

Sir  Etienne  Pascal  Tache,  then  Premier 
of  United  Canada,  said  on  the  8rd  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  when  explaining  the  reasons  for 
which  confederation  had  been  br..ug;it  in 
before  parliament : 


»2^\  rejwns   were  tiro-fold.      TImt    relatad 

••If,  dlvaittPd  of  •»  other  conaldeimtioM  »na 
next    to  the  settlement  of  ^omesUc  difflSilUe2 

try,  and  the  mean,  we  mlslit  and  ought  to  em- 
?o?d  thew'S!'*  ^  ""*•  *^'°"»»'  "«  eon- 

Thut  is  the  language  of  a  French-speaking 
Canadian.  Let  us  have  now  the  views  of 
an  English-speaking  Canadian,  and  one 
whose  position  was  such  that  nobody  can 
suspect  for  one  moment  his  earnestness.  I 
refer  to  the  Hon.  Geo.  Brown,  who  expres- 
sed the  same  idea  almost  (n  the  same  terms. 
Speaking  of  the  value  of  the  confederation 
scheme  he  said  : 

The  existing  evila  it  will  remedj. 

What  were  those  domestic  dlfBcnltles  spok- 
en of  by  Sir  E.  P.  Tach«,  and  what  were 
those  evils  referred  to  by  Mr.  Geo.  Brown  ? 


Exactly  the  same  dlfllcnltlea  and  erils  we  are 
now  endeavouring  to  conjure,  and  tbeie  men, 
and  all  others  who  were  favourable  to  the 
scheme,  were  of  opinion  that  It  was 
worth  sacrificing  long  standing  and  strong 
personal  views  In  order  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  providing  for  federal 
union.    So  Mr.  Geo.  Brown  said  expressly  : 

Now,  I  need  hardlr  remind  the  House,  said 
Mr.   Brown,   that  I   have  always   opposed  the 

system   of   seictsrtan   education But 

assuredly,  I,  for  one,  have  not  the  sllfhteit 
hesitation  in  accepting  it  as  a  necessary  condi- 
tion of  the  scheme  of  union. 

These  are  samples  of  the  sacrifices  some 
of  our  Canadian  public  men  had  to  and  did 
make  of  their  opinions  for  the  high  purpose 
of  putting  an  end  to 'the  unhappy  condition 
of  things  then  existing.  Is  It  to  be  believed 
that  In  the  minds  of  those  public  men 
the  remedy  waa  only  to  be  temporary  T  Is 
It  to  be  believed  that  In  their  Inner  heart 
there  was  a  secret  wish  for  the  revival,  at 
any  future  time  and  In  any  other  place  In 
confederation  of  such  difficulties?  I  would 
not  like  to  do  such  an  Injury  to  their  mem- 
ory. As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  George  Brown 
foresaw  the  time  when  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories would  be  a  part  of  confederaUon, 
and  spoke  of  the  maintenance  In  these  lands 
of  •  liberty  and  Justice  and  Christianity.' 

These  facts  and  these  utterances  show  In 
what  spirit  the  confederation  was  conceiv- 
ed. It  shows  also  what  was  In  the  minds 
ot  the  fathers  of  our  present  constitu- 
tion, the  only  policy  that  should  be  pursued 
witb  regard  to  the  questions  which  are 
again  agitating  public  opinion.  Let  me  add 
to  the  above  the  following  words  of  Sir  A. 
T.  Gait,  he  who  took  such  a  hand  In  secur- 
ing to  his  co-rellglonlsts  in  Quebec  the  guar- 
antee which  they  have  ever  since  confedera- 
tion enjoyed  untrammelled.  Here  Is  what 
Sir  A.  T.  Gait  said  : 

If.  muet  be  clear  that  a  measure  would  not  be 
farourably  entert«ined  by  the  minority  in  L«wer 
Canada  which  would  place  t^ie  education  of  the 
children  and  the  provision  for  their  achoole 
Wholly  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  a  different 
faith. 


These  words  of  Sir  A.  T.  Gait  had  refer- 
ence to  the  minority  In  Quebec  and  In  On- 
tario. But  he  adds  almost  Immediately 
those  significant  words :  '  The  same  privi- 
leges belong  to  the  one  of  rij^t  here  as  be- 
longed to  the  other  of  right  elsewhere,' 
thus  covering  all  provinces. 
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Tbeu  words  and  the  occasion  on  which 
they  were  uttered  leave  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  that  Sir  A.  T.  Oalt  meant  that  the 
situation  which  was  to  be  created  for  the 
miuority  in  Quebec  should  be  ttae  rule  all 
over  Canada.  And  he  gives  bis  reason  for 
advocating  such  views : 

'  Tbere  could  ibe  no  greater  Injustice  to  a  pop- 
ulation than  to  compel  them  to  have  iLelr 
children  educated  In  a  maaoer  contrary  to  their 
own  rellcloua  belief. 

Such  Is  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
fathers  of  confederation,  and  such  Is  also 
the  spirit  underlying  our  constitution— a 
spirit  of  generosity  and  of  liberty,  which  is 
but  the  expression  of  the  freedom  that 
every  class  within  the  empire  Is  entitled  to. 

Wq  have  fortunately  amongst  us  one  of  the 
delegates  at  Charlottetown  and  Quebec,  in 
the  person  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Macdonald,  from 
Prince  Edward  Island.  I  hope  he  will  add 
his  testimony  to  those  which  I  have  quoted 
above. 

Let  us  now  take  the  Bill  itself.  The  original 
clause  16,  though  not  perfect  and  not  placing 
beyond  all  doubts  the  rights  of  the  minori- 
ties, yet  was  acceptable.  I  would  have 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill  If  that  original 
clause  had  not  been  removed.  The  present 
clause  17  has  been  substituted  for  the  other. 
It  is  very  unfortunate.  That  clause  17  in 
the  BUI  as  now  presented  to  us  does  not 
give  to  the  minorities  any  thing  like  what 
they  are  entitled  to.  The  contention 
that  It  gives  separate  or  denominational 
schools  Is  not  accurate.  It  gives  sep- 
arate schools  in  name,  but  not  in  fact.  It 
gives  a  separate  school-house  which  is  only 
a  material  feature,  but  It  does  not  give  the 
genuine  article,  the  teaching  institution 
which  has  been  known  all  over  the  land  and 
for  a  long  time  as  constituting  a  distinctive 
school  controlled  by  the  parents  whose  child- 
ren attend  the  same.  The  half  hour  of  reli- 
gious instruction  or  exercises  at  the  fag  end  i 
of  the  school  hours,  or  rather  after  the  i 
school  hours,  do  not  constitute  the  Catholic  j 
school.  According  to  our  views  the  atmos-  < 
phere  of  the  school  during  the  whole  day 
must  be  Catholic.  The  teaching  must  be 
permeated,  as  it  were,  with  Catholic  views 
and  sentiments.  The  tPXt-books  must  not  be 
only  inoffensive,  but  Catholic  in  form  and  in 
spirit.  These  are  the  views  held  everywhere 
by  the  Catholics  and  at  all  times.  In  doing 
that  they  are  right  not  only  In  their  own  esti- 


mation, but  In  the  estimation  of  otliers.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  the  father  of  the  present 
I>uke,  while  speaking  on  Australian  schools 
expressed  himself  in  the  following  way  in 
the  House  of  Lords: 

The  .CwthollM  bad  the  high  honour  of  stand- 
ing alone  and  refusing  to  pull  down  In  their 
ichools  the  everlasting  standard  of  oonselenes. 
This  re*U>t»nce  on  the  pan  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  I  believe,  may  be  the  germ  of  a 
strong  reaction  againat  the  pure  aecularlsm  ; 
against  what  I  venture  to  call  the  pure  pag- 
anism of  the  education  of  the  colony. 

As  to  Its  pog8ll)lllty  or  advisahnity  in  this 
country  let  us  see  what  Mr.  Alexander  Mac- 
kenzie once  said : 

For  many  years  after  I  held  a  seat  In  the 
parliament  ot  Canada,  I  waged  war  against  tbs 
principle  of  separate  schools.  I  hoped  to  be  able 
—young  and  inexperienced  in  politics  aa  I  then 
was— to  establish  a  system  to  which  all  would 
ultimately  yield  their  aasent.  Sir,  It  was  found 
to  be  Impracticable  in  operation  and  Impossibls 
In  poltt'oal  contingencies. 

There  Is  nothing  In  the  school  system  allow- 
ed by  this  Bill  which  may  commend  it  to 
our  views  and  place  it  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  such  schools  as  were  contemplated 
by  the  fathers  of  confederation  and  by  the 
Act  of  1875.  We  have  only  to  refer  to  var- 
ious expressions  of  opinions  stated  elsewhere 
to  be  convinced  that  my  proposition  cannot 
b<i  controverted.  We  have  amongst  others 
the  right  hon.  Prime  Minister  himself,  who 
said  in  a  letter  addressed  to  one  of  his 
friends  : 

The  impression  prevails  that  separate  schools 
such  as  they  are  intendeu  by  the  Bill  will  be 
ecclesiastical  schools.  This  is  quite  an  error. 
What  you  call  separate  schools  In  this  instance 
is  practically  national  schools.  Here  Is  the 
law  of  the  Northwest  Territories  at  the  present 
moment  :  All  the  teachers  have  to  pass  an  ex- 
amination and  be  certlfled  by  the  Board  ot 
Public  Instruction  ;  all  the  schools  have  to  I>e 
pxamined  by  inspectors  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Instruction  ;  all  books  in  use  at  the 
schools  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Public  Instruction  ;  all  secular  matters  are  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Board  of  Public  In- 
struction, all  tuition  has  to  be  given  in  the 
English  language  ;  at  3.30  children  can  be  given 
religious  instruction  according  to  rules  made 
by  the  trustees  of  the  schools,  but  attendance 
at  this  is  not  even  compulsory. 

Do  you  find  fault  with  this  last  clause  ?  Do 
you  not  believe  that  what  you  call  '  separate 
schools '  in  this  instance  is  really  '  national 
schools '  ? 

The  great  objection  to  separate  schools  is 
that  It  would  divide  our  people,  but  if  the  same 
education  is  given  in  what  is  called  '  separate 
schools,'  as  In  all  other  schools,  I  fail  to  see 
what  objection  there  is  to  such  a  system. 

Then,  Mr.  Sifton  said,  speaking  In  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  same  subject : 
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In  the  r«ar  l»»j.  wtiat  wu  known  m  the  dn^i 

•    public   .chool.    th«    iiniclty  TJSteiun!   Jj 

■«^°?' :  ,  but  tverr  Mptrate  ichool  It  tublJet 
•biolutely  to  nil  the  foregoing  provlelon.  wd 
!•  m  every  .en*,  of  the  term  a  pubUo  whS?!. 
Hon.  Mr.  Paterson,  the  MlnUter  of  Inland 
Revenue,  is  reported  at  having  spoken  iu 
the  same  strain.    He  said  : 

It  muit  be  borne  In  mind  that  those  seoarata 
•chooli  are  formed  precUely  m  «~r»^S?h!!M 

VtTl^i  '•  'o""*"-  Although  thi  Tats ."?.%".' 

ate  ichool  appears  to  convey  to  the  mlnda  af 

^S'lrfh"'"  "•*  ln>Pre..lon'th.t  the;a"i"Mpa- 
rate  In  the  sense  in  which  they  are  Mtahit.hrH 
in  some  other  province,  there's  Jo  WnitJon 

^'hl?"  '""^  '•""«"•  "O  th'  other  public 
schools  as  regards  organisation. 

.h^*^."f  '**  ''''"'  *"«  ^•"'-  Mr.  Fielding, 
the  Minister  of  Finance  has  said.  I  will 
<juote  his   words  : 


-."Jf"."'"'  ''*  utterly  mistaken  to  say  that  wa 
•re  giving  to  the  Northwest  provinces  seMrJtl 
toVh°.';»i°  '»•"•«"  of  the  wort  I  s^bilt 
to  this  House  that  the  system  of  schools  whteh 

ta  .  nl?,  "»■?»'.'«   the  Northwest  TerrWorli 

I  «v  r°**  ?'  »  "•"">°*'  ""><»«»  •ratemthen 
I   say  there   Is  no  principle   involved  In   thli 

f'!?.""'°,°  ""•"'  "»«"'>  J«tlfy  us  in  haviM 
a  quarrel  over  It.  What  is  this  system  T  From 
the  hour  at  which  these  schools  open  InttS 
morning  jp  to  ha If-past  three  in  the  ^teraoon 
inS  .*'«  •>»«o'"t«>y  alike  ;  there  Is  no  dUter- 
ence;  the  •  ^chers  have  the  same  duties 
Uon."JSf ."'  '"•""<»■>•  the  same  exam  na-' 
tlone,  the  same  course  of  study,  the  same  books 

tZn'"^^''^.  "l  *"*  KO'ernment,  t£?1egSl? 
tlong  are  made  by  the  government.  I  reneat 
that  from  the  hour  of  opening  in  the  moJsS, 

t"hetth;?L?'?rrXrll"s.'"  "»-. -•««>o..  In' 


and  Commerce,  8lr  Richard  Cartwrlght. 
pressing  himself  as  follows  : 

po^"  p'u-^v  '\V"arti:;r '  riit" 

guaraaue  to  these  petnll  i«  IL  m^k 
the  slmpU  pri;ire7e  tS?  I  hlvi^'adJimd* 
hat  during  one-half  hour  in  ^S  "J  on  p, 
iDg  the  proper  cost  and  charaes  ther  m 
I  rVtn'  "J'"'?"*  »«tructlon  upon  i  c.rS 
por  ion  of  the  population.  That  is  a  .a 
deal  less  than  Catholic  Quebec  his  ™ 
bo  St^s'^lt".:  r/."'*'r»  «^'"'^thl?^ 

pr:;t\„t"oi:ta'r7o'  z'  :j^.t.TtX,'^ 

thallc  minority  within  tt.  boMwr  *  °' 

Hon.   Mr.    LANDHY-Hear.   hear. 

free  to  Si'-..?'.?*.*''^    CARTWRIOHT-I    .; 
tree  to  admit  that  as  far  as  I  can  ludn 
It  consMerably  l«.«  than  the  *<i«i*  legal  ohl 
jatlon^lncumed  by  u.  la  the  A^U'Vi  'Z 

Hon.  Mr.  Scott,  Secretary  of  State,  was  i 
clear  as  the  others  In  his  appreciation  of  th 
present  clauses.    He  said  : 


thin   thiL  •    'tk  "   """*   •"•    '"•'   "Wect   othe 
I.  ^..mI  •-.  J"**  P'pPosal  in  the  present  Bil 
».JV"''  J'^'fent  from  the  concessions  si 
may  term  them,  that  were  made  by  this  naSa 

iT^hii"  i"^"'*  ''•'""'  we"  fu^i,  discussi^ 
In  this  chamber.  Those  are  a  mere  sksletoi 
of  what  parliament  then  conferred  nSoSth 

S?l'?,°'a"ri^,'!?.'  ""»  *»••  •"'•  of  WMeTeVlS: 
ority  are  willing  to  accept.     They  will  maki 

are  to  be  no  teoarate  ichoola  beyond  the  f^ 
that  there  may  b^  half  an  hour's  InstructlSS 
from^8.80  until    ,    o'clock.   If   the' tSlS*  m 


Shall  I  quote  now  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Crawford,  representing  Portage  la 
Prairie.  Mr.  Crawford  is  an  Orangeman,  so 
he  says  at  least,  and  he  spoke  In  the  follow- 
ing way  : 

•  P.®  ."""'K'nal   clauses  of  the   Bill  wero  ver» 

£«  tiro';^  Lnu^d'-^v^Throi^^^^^^^ 
mv'io'jrto'jsV"  .*''•"""="  ^iVesr-tt 

in?."/^'^  "•  •»  t"*'  Northw°,:t  T«rlt'o?lM 
thi,  wuut'i"'"*'  *°'"''«''  'o  be  conunued  b^ 
law.  th«  I  °  ""■*  ?°'  •'  *"  tJ**  ">»"  of  tchool 
iavl  .''"tUr'mlndS'*-  "•"'-'•"^  of  Ontario. 

no"  what  °i'",i??™  '"'■'"'*''  "  '"'  ettabllth 
farV  Th-  „.»,"'"  *'■*  separate  scbools.  In 
hti-  to*  n«™e  'teparate-  should  hardly  have 
been  used  in  connection  with  them 

Coming  now  to  what  has  been  said  In  this 
House,  we  find  the  hon.  Minister  of  Trade 


The  clear  and  formal  admission  made  In 
this  chamber  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  oc-npy- 
Ing  treasury  benches,  proves  beyond  all 
doubt  that  we  are  not  given  what  the  origi- 
nal clause  gave  and  what  was  due  to  us. 

It  Is  very  regrettable  that  the  government 
should  have  thus  receded  from  their  former 
position.  This  Bill,  as  originally  drafted, 
could  have  carried,  and  thereby  Justice  and 
right  would  have  been  done.  As  the  effect 
of  this  Bill  win  be  quite  the  reverse  and 
as  this  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  most  Im- 
portant one,  I  am  bound  to  vote  for  the 
six  months'  hoist. 

I  had  many  more  observations  to  make. 
My  intention  was  to  refer  to  many  objec- 
tlons  that  are  generally  made  against  the 
working  of  the  school  system  now  In  exist- 
ence m  Ontario  and  Quebec.  I  will  only 
refer  to  one  or  two. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  our  schoota  were 
Inferior  and  Ineffldent  In  that  regard  the 
Manitoba  Catholic  schools  have  been  espe- 
dally  referred  to.  This  alleged  Inefficiency 
of  our  schools  Is  simply  an  afterthought 
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had  not  beeu  elflcieiit.  Some  of  the  parent*  of 
tbose  children  have  since  teitltled  In  favour 
of  those  schools.  Amongst  them  I  find  th* 
late  Captain  Clarke,  a  gallant  soldier  who 
took  part  In  the  tight  against  the  rebellion 
In  the  Northwest  In  18.S5.  Here  are  Ills 
words  : 


When  the  Greenway  foremment  declared 
Its  new  policy  with  regard  to  education,  they 
had  nevor  blamed  our  schools,  they  had 
never  even  called  our  attention  to  any  Im- 
provement that  could,  In  their  mind.  Invc 
been  made. 

A  few  months  before  the  opening  of  the 

proTlndal  legislative  session  of  1880,  many  i     l  can  spssk  -itb  sxpsrlenc*  with  rsf.rsace  to 

[)ublle  men  spoke  on  the  proposed  changes,  j  "■*    excellence    0/    rour    section,    two    of   my 

.  amongst  them  were  Mr.  McCarthy,  then  « I  ToflV>hh'Tsl'ZlZt.!':VrTtZ'^^^^^^ 

member  of  the  House    of    Commons;  Mr.  '  gross  w«s  as  •atutactory  to  me  as  U  wsa  pUa- 

fMartin,  attorney  general  for  Manitoba;  Mr.    ""'  "*  *''•'"• 

|8mart.  Minister  of  Public  Works  in  our!  We  were  called  to  take  part  In  the  school 
Iprovlnce.  None  of  them  is  reported  as  hav-  exhibition  at  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Bxhl- 
|lng  referred  to  this  alleged  InefBclency.  The  bltion  In  188C,  at  London,  England.  On  this 
Irensons  given  for  a  chnnKe  were  only  that !  occasion  the  'Canadian  Gazette,'  4th  Not- 
jthe  time  had  come  when  the  province  should  '  ember,  IStHi,  of  London,  spoke  in  the  follow- 


ing way  of  our  schools  : 

The  collection  contains  samples  of  books,  ex- 
ercises, dcholastic  mbterlals,  &c.,  coming 
from  the  CatboUc  schools  as  well  as  from  the 
Protestant  schools  of  the  province  (Manitoba). 

The  oxcellence  of  the  work,  and  especially  «f 
the  geograpbical  charts,  is  Incootestable.  This 
is  the  more  pleasing  If  we  eonsldor  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  exhibits  are  dated  from  the 
year  1884  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  188B. 
It  is  evident  the  exhibit  Is  composed  of  the 
ordinary  duties  of  the  schools  in  all  parts  of  the 
province,  and  not  of  work  specially  prepared 
for  the  occasion. 

No  pretension  has  been  made  to  eclipse  the 
school  exhibits  of  the  other  provinces,  but  the 
collection  under  our  eyes  denotes  that  In  one 
of  the  most  reconMy  organized  provinces  of  the 
confederation,  there  exists  a  school  systsm 
which,  Rlthough  respeotlng  the  faith  and  rs- 
Ugious  convlotiobs  of  the  population,  offers  to 
every  one  an  education  capable  of  fitting  for  the 
highest  rank  in  society  the  child  who  Is  plaoed 

should     be     called     merely     governmental  j  "'"'"■  "*  "''•■ 

?  schools.  j     That  sort  of  evidence  could  be  multiplied. 

Instead  of  being  looked  at  as  Inefficient,  i  Governors,    lieutenant    governors,    men    of 

^  our   schools   were  at   nil    times   given    the   rank   in  every  class  of  the  people,   visited 

^highest  praise.     People  vlsitiutj  our  settle-  i  our   schools   and  could   not   but  pay  them 

fments  and  our  institutions  expressed  their    the  hlphest  praises. 

I  surprise  at  the  excellency  of  the  school  work.  I      Mr.  Sifton  has  said  elsewhere,  this  year 

1  Many  of  the  gentlemen  now  sitting  in  this  i  again,  that  our  schools  were  absurdly  defl- 


idlspeust'  with  the  dual  luUKuaj^e  auti  tiie 
fdoable-burrelled  scbooi  system,  as  they  called 
Ut,  so  that  unity  could  be  brought  about  in 
?the  land  by  the  children  sitting  side  by  side 
4  in  the  public  schools. 

i  Then  when  Mr.  Martin  Introduced  this 
^!  measure  In  the  local  House,  he  expressly 
'said  : 

,  The  government's  action  had  not  been  deter- 
1  mined  because  they  were  diasatisfled  witb  the 

'  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  department 

J  are    conducted   under  this  system,   but    twcause 

they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  system  Itself. 

This   declaration   makes   It   clear   that   it 

was  not   a  question  of  efficiency  or  InelD- 

ciency.     They  wanted  a  change  under  any 

circumstances  ;  they  wanted  what  Is  called 

a   system    of   national    schools,   but   which 


House  were  not  here  in  1895.    But  those  who 

were  may  remember  that  then  I  placed  ou 

the  table  specimens  of  our  school  work  jjeu- 

lerally,  and  they  were  such  that  they  could 

[not  be  excelled. 

At  the  time  the  law  of  1890  was  passed  in 

planitoba  and  at  the  time  Mr.  Sifton  made 

ihis  famous   Haldimand   speech  there   were 

Jln  our  Catholic  institutions  In  Winnipeg  over 

a  30     per     cent     of     pupils     belonging     to 

English-speaking    and    Protestant  families. 

Surely     these     families     would     not     have 

sent  their  children  to  those  schools  if  they 
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clent.  After  what  I  have  Just  said.  It  must 
be  evident  to  all  gentlemen  that  Mr.  Sifton 
was.  in  saying  so,  absurdly  wrong,  absurdly 
unfair,  absurdly  Ignorant  of  what  be  was 
speaking  about.  Mr.  Sifton  has  never  been 
in  a  position  to  judge  or  misjudfee  of  our 
schools.  He  never  set  his  foot  In  them, 
although  he  was  by  the  law  a  visitor  of 
the  same.  His  utterances  are  slanderous. 
Indeed  that  gentleman  must  be  placed 
amongst  that  class  of  men  who  not  satis- 
fled  with  ruining  the  Institutions  of  a 
people,  not  satisfied  with  taking  away  from 
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them  tbeir  own  propwty.  art  dIapoMd  to 
ruin  iilio  their  reputation,  to  Inault  their 
fwllnKn.  HO  Bi  to  cover  hie  own  deficiency 
•nd  bl8  own  wrong-doing.  I  will  not  eay 
any  more  on  that  point  except  that  the  a«- 
•ertlon  that  the  Catholic  achoolt  rre  defi- 
cient Is  merely  a  cntch  word  and  ought  not 
to  have  any  Influence  on  the  mind  of  the 
leglalatori  of  thli  country. 

However.    I   deaire  to  add   to  the  alwve 
testluionleg  that  ot  our  late  Senator  Boulton, 
from    .Manitoba,    an   opponent   of   separate 
schools,  who  said  on  the  floor  of  this  House  ! 
on  the  28rd  April.  1895  : 

In   my   ImL-edUte   neighbourhood   there   Is   k 
jeparate   school,    named   attsr   the   ol.rgrman'  ' 
Fa-ther  Decorby,  who  tounded  it.    He  conductii 

P-lt-f-'i?  ■*'"'°'.  '^•'■*  '»'  '••«■•  to  "hlch  the 
»^.     5.?'    population    m    Us    neighbourhood  t 
Th..  h  I*"*'  ''"•,•11  wtUfled  with  the  school:  i 
they  bad  no  complaint  to  meke  of  It. 

If  I  understand  well  the  plea  that  Is  made  ' 
with  regard  to  one  aystem  of  schools  being 


the  attperrlslon  of  the  gorernmcnt  ofllc 
who  will  aacertalv  whether  the  asalsti 
given  to  such  schools  Is  welt  earned,  an 
not,  will  suggeat  any  desirable  Improyem 
So.  even  at  that  point  of  view.  It  would 
better  to  let  us  have  the  school  system 
are  asking  for. 

The  doctrine  which  is  propounded  loi 
where  that  by  granting  subsidies  to  the 
nomlnatlonal  schools  the  state  Is  endow 
the  church  Is  very  far  from  being  accuri 
The  state  has  no  fund  by  Itself.  It  Is 
money  from  every  Individual  in  the  li 
that  constitutes  the  funds  of  which  i 
state  may  dispose.  The  Catholics  i 
contributors  to  iliose  funds  like  any  otl 
subjecte  of  the  Crown.  And  as  it  Is 
principle  under  British  Institutions  tl 
every  one  who  pays  must  stiare  In  the  bei 
fit  of  the  fund  where  his  money  goes, 
follows   that  In  receiving  any  grant  fr< 


—    --„ .„   „„^   -.7->.<;ui    «i    auuuuia    uoing  I ......    .u    •c^.ciiiuK    aujr    j^ruut     irc 

preferred  to  the  other  Is  that  the  denomin-  '•  ^^^  government  or  from  the  municipal  che 


ational  schools  are  Inferior.  This  is  quite 
Inaccurate.  They  are  equal  to  the  others, 
at  least.  In  our  case,  they  are  even  superior 
•  In  so  far  as  they  toach  generally  two  lan- 
guages. What  Is  more  practical  than  lan- 
sruage  In  life?  Surely  this  creates  a 
kind  of  superiority  over  the  schools  where 
one  language  only  is  taught. 

Leaving  that  aside,  however,  there  is  one 
tiling  which  may  be  apparent  to  everybody. 
It  is  the  fact  that  If  we  are  not  allowed  to 
control  our  schools,  we  will  have  eventually 
to  start  private  schools  or  parochial  schools, 
80  as  to  procure  to  our  children  the  kind 
of  education,   the  moral   training   that   we 
believe  they  ought  to  have.  But  these  paroch- 
ial  schools  will   have  to  starve,   being  de- 
prived of  the  municipal   taxes  and  of  the 
legislative  grant.     Being  so  deprived  of  fin- 
ancial resources,  they  will  of  necessity  be 
unable  to  give  such  instruction  as  we  wpuld 
like  them  to  give.    Then  you  will  have  just 
the  kind  of  schools  which  you  want  to  guard  i 
against.      Whilst,    If    we    are    allowed    to 
fare  as  we  think  we  should  be  allowed,  then  j 
we  win  have  well  equipped  schools,   both  j 
mentally  and  financially,  and  the  result  will  | 
be  that  our  children  will  receive  such  an 
education  as  will  prepare  them,  to  use  the  ! 
e-xpresslon  of  the  '  Canadian  Gazette,'  for  the  i 
liighest  rank   In   society.       Those     schools 
would   be,    to   a    legitimate   extent,    under 


we  are  only  recovering  our  proportions 
share  of  our  own  money.  Other  consld< 
ntlons  of  the  same  nature  could  be  gone  In 
But  let  us  come  to  figures,  which  Is  t 
n.08t  practical  thing  to  do.  In  putting  at  |S 
in  round  figures  the  cost  of  the  mainte 
nnee  of  a  rural  school.  I  think  I  do  not  e 
aggerate  In  any  way.  Now,  what  amount) 
such  schools  receive  from  the  government 
I  will  take  the  figures  In  the  province  i 
Manitoba,  as  more  familiar  to  me.  Thei 
figures  are  taken  from  the  ofllcial  repor 
of  the  Department  of  Education  : 


The  conclusion  of  this  Is,  that  the  stat 
is  receiving  Its  secular  education  at  bal 
price ;  we  pay  the  other  half,  and  the  stati 
geU  religious  Instruction  and  moral  train 
lug  for  nothing,  although  It  goes  a  lonj 
way  to  the  maintenance  of  good  oider  It 
the  community. 

Although  not  a  pleasant  subject  to  refei 
to,  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  about  public 
schools.      Merely    from    a    social   point  ol 
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view  it  la  well,  surely,  that  we  should  fir* 
the  wamlBg.  If  anything  traaaplrea  to  Jna- 
tify  It.  It  Is  a  service*  to  them  and  a  ser- 
vice to  the  <ouiili-.\  Hint  \\v  ifiiili'i' 
In  doing  so.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  duty,  but 
a  duty  just  the  same.  We  hear  Tery  often 
some  say  that  they  have  been  educated  In 
the  piibllo  ki'IiooIk  iitul  tin  I  tiny  nir  not 
worw  timii  ourHclves  for  nil  tlmt  It  luiiy 
Iw.  It  lufly  not.  I  do  not  wnnt  lo  i.t-ni'trati' 
Into  tlip  inn«T  life  of  our  ChrlMtlun  brctbrt'ii 
to  that  extent.  Ci»ni|iurl8on8,  It  U  niiIU.  tire 
I  aIn-n.VM  odloiin  ;  very  often  they  ure  not 
sitfe.  The  (luestlon  cnn  iifford  to  be  t-on- 
nldered  from  biKlier  tn'oundo. 

The  Catholics  do  not  claim  to  be  a  better 
lot  than  others.  We  have  our  miseries  and 
too  uriMi  II  nimilicf  uf  Ininnin  "••iikiu'-i-^i'r.. 
Hut  1  miy  tlilw,  lion,  uciitleuit-n.  If  yon  niiil  \v.. 
have  still  a  superior  morality,  it  Is  because 
we  hare  all  in  our  hearts  some  principle  of 
Christianity.  And  so  long  as  we  retain  some 
vestiges  of  that  Christian  training,  we  will 
continue,  I  hope,  to  shine  amongst  the  na- 
tions so  far  as  the  social  and  moral  disposi- 
tions of  our  people  are  concerned.  But  his- 
tory must  have  some  lessons  for  us.  It  is  ad- 
mitted amongst  all  students  of  history  that 
Iiajcnninni  does  not  offer  11  sure  luoriil  iirlmi- 
plo.  does  not  even  lead  to  It,  but  on  the  con- 
trary U  apt  to  Instil  In  the  very  beurt  ot  the 
Individual  and  of  the  peoiile  Keneriilly,  moral 
disorder  and  villainous  passions.  Whoever 
has  gone  somewhat  deeply  Into  the  Itoman 
life  before  the  advent  of  our  Saviour,  knows 
how  lamentable  It  was  In  that  respect.  May 
it  please  Ood  that  we  never  come  down  to 
that  But  if  we  eradicate  all  religious 
teachinfc.  all  n'llKlou.s  truiniiifc  tioni  tliosi'  in- 
stitutions, where  the  younger  generation  luiss 
most  of  their  lives,  I  mean  the  schools,  do 
you  not  believe  that  the  Christian  princi- 
ples which  nmlntnln  tiie  older  srcnei-ntion  in 
the  right  path  will  gradually  disappear,  and 
what  then  ? 

Let  me  quote  a  few  words  of  public  men 
and  moralists  on  the  American  public 
schools.  I  hope  these  quotations  will  not 
be  olTensive  to  anybody.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention; I  merely  desire  to  place  l>efore  you 
the  warnings  given  by  some  who  are  in  a 
portion  to  do  it 

The  New  York  '  Methodist '  said  some 
years  ago  that  public  schools  of  the  United 
States  were '  hot-beds  of  infidelity.'    A  writer 


of  good  standing  In  the  Uulteil  States,  Mr. 
Ulehard  Uraut  White,  wrote  (December, 
Ximii  in  the  -North  American  Review  *  : 

Vice  bM  lDcr*ss«<l  slaost  pari  pssiu  with  ths 
devalopment  of  lb*  public  scbool  ■jrstam,  whldi, 
ln»t«»d  ot  lilting  the  aisiii'i,  bai  glvtn  lu  In 
th«lr  place  a  nondMcrlpt  and  hybrid  class. 

If  fifty  or  sixty  years  of  piihllc  schooN 
have  given  such  results  In  the  l'nite<l  States, 
would  It  not  be  a  good  thing  for  us  to  paime 
now  while  It  Is  still  time.  Let  ut  come 
nearer  ho.'Me.  Some  weeks  ago  Toronto  wiih 
liorrorstrickcn  by  a  crime  which  hud  liap- 
pened  within  Its  territory.  A  young  girl  car- 
ried away  and  cruelly  murdered  without  any 
motive  u  child  that  she  found  on  the  street. 
I  refer  to  the  <.'arr  girl.  After  the  llist  ex- 
ploalon  of  grief  and  of  surprise  peo|)le  beKun 
to  think.  The  'Globe'  of  the  23id  of  Mny 
wrote   the  foliowiiiK  lines  : 

That  a  slrl  scarcsly  entered  her  teeas  could 
be  capable  of  treatinK  a  living  thing  n  a  war 
that  she  would  not  treat  her  doll  -Itabljr 

amazing.  .  .  .  The  child's  surrc  .  {«  hav* 
probably  not  been  good,  but  this  c  e  would 
not  aocouiu  Zor  ths  callousneas,  hai..  leis  and 
lack  of  lenalblllty  which  she  divplayed. 

The  'Mall  and  Empire'  was  more  coiiriixe- 
ous  and  spoke  clenrly  in  Its  number  of  May 
26: 

Even  (or  ths  moat  {orsakan  child.  It  Is  true, 
there  la  always  the  echool.  In  this  city  It  Is 
free  to  all— In  fa«t.  all  children  are  obliged  to 
attend  It  a  minimum  number  of  days  every  year 
during  wbat  Is  known  «a  the  school  period  ot 
their  lives.  But  the  school  cannot,  as  noy  con- 
stituted, be  the  moral  asylum  for  these  little 
ones  that  it  ougbt  t«  be.  One  tbint;  It  does- 
it  teaches  them  to  read.  How  much  better 
would  many  of  them  be  wlthoiU  that  knowledge  T 
Illiteracy  would  place  them  out  of  the  reach  ot 
the  depravers  who  write  and  purvey  the  live- 
cent  novels  which  are  the  mental  pabulum  of 
children  of  the  Josie  Carr  type. 

Is  not  this  a  timely  warning,  gentlemen? 
Should  we  not  pause  before  such  appalling 
statements? 

The  extreme  and  ultimate  results  from 
human  Institutions  do  not  crop  up  at  once. 
Any  seed  put  in  the  soil  does  not  at  once 
come  out  of  the  ground.  Sometimes-  it 
takes  days;  sometimes  it  takes  months  be- 
fore one  sees  the  stem  comliiB  out,  but 
one  day  or  other  It  Is  sure  to  come  out  and 
grow  and  give  seeds  for  another  and  more 
powerful  crop.  80  It  Is  with  education.  It 
is  a  seed  that  we  put  In  the  Inner  part  of  the 
soul.  It  may  take  years  or  centuries  to 
bear  Its  fruits,  but  it  will  some  day  or  other 
bring  forth  good  or  evil  according  to  the 
kind  of  education  communicated  to  the  i>eo- 


so 


pl».  Leibnitii  Mid  that  by  tU  Mlucmion  of 
«»•••  youth  you  ran  chanKe  tb«  ^tirfme  of  th,. 
worM. 

If  once  a  nation  bcglna  to  relax   In  Ita 
viewa  on  anything  pertinent  to  oducatlon,  it 
la  aure  that  iradually  the  relaxn Hon  will  go 
on  afflrralng  Itaelf  more  and  more.     Let  ua 
take  an  example  auiongat  ouraelvea.    In  the 
lirovlMff  of  Mitiilioldi.  by   th,.  !„„    „f   |v.ni 
It  waa  provldetl  thnt  aonie  rellgloua  exerclaea 
coul,|  i,e  h«.I  after  ai-hool  houra.    Now.  what 
baa  lieen   the  outcome  of  that  regulation  V 
Let  u.  see  the  ofllclal  reporta  of  educational 
outborltlea  In   that  province  : 
IN   MANITOBA. 
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As  you  Kee.  n«  the  years  have  rolled  ,„, 
and  ax  the  nunibpr  uf  >.iho,.|s  i„  „|.,.,:iti„ii 
has  been  hfreaNJiiK.  the  number  ofsHiooN 
wJiere  rellBloiw  .'xercMes  have  taken  pln.-^ 
have  Immensely  »I«(  rt'nseJ. 

I   heard   the  other  day  a  gentleman  aay 
that  be  would  like  to  aee  religious  training 
given  In  all  the  achoola,  but  that  for  Pro- 
testants H  was  Impossible  on  account  of  the 
dlveralty  of  creed  amongst  them.    I  confeaa 
I   was  somewhat  surprised   at  such   a  re- 
mark.   My  conviction  had  always  been  that 
there   was   not   such    an    Insuiierablllty    of 
doctrine  as  between  themaelvea.    sir  A    T 
Oalt,  when  claiming  protection  and  separate 
schools  for  bis  people  In  Quebec,   did  not 
make  any  distinction  as  between  the  various  ' 
Protestant   churches.     He    merely   claimed 
separate  schools  for  all  the  Protestanta  nn 
a  group,  showing  thereby  that  all  the  Pro- 
testants   of    Quebec,    no  matter  what  waa 
tl»elr  particular  church,  would  be  safeguard- 
ed and  satisfied.     Moreover,  I  have  lately 
noticed  In  the  newspapers  ot  the  country 
that  there  was  a  proposition  for  the  union 
of  chorches.    If  those  churches  can  religious-  i 
ly  unite,  Is  it  not  an  evidence  that  there  Is  I 
no  such  Insuperable  obstacles  as  could  pre-  I 
vent  the  attendance  of  the  Protestant  chll- 1 
dren  at  a     union  school  ?    .Surely  the  Pro- 
testants do  not  regard   the   public  schools 
as  offering  to  them  any  conaclentloas  objec- 


tion. Because,  If  they  dM,  I  am  an 
fellow-countrymen  of  tb«  Protettant 
would  act  upon  It. 

.Mr.  .McKenzle.  n  member  of  the 
of  Commons,  mid  the  other  day,  tiaew 
Why  ibatl  we  hold  out  for  a  thlni 
Roman  Catholict  caooot  aad  will  not  » 
!•  It  not  •  proper,  thine  for  ua  as  prota 
who  havj.  ,hlldr.n  to  .ducat,  tb.m  fa  cu 
way?  There  ii  nothlDR  in  to  far  aa  th 
fer.nt  Prote.tant  bodl.a  ar.  concerned 
will  pr.rent  them  from  havlag  their  ch 
•<lucat.d  toc.tbrr  In  Ih.  sains  clais.a,  \ 
uy  the  lame  teacher,  or  from  reo.lvlna 
g  ou»  In.truction.  upon  grounds  eomin< 
•  II  Prote.tant  hodl.s. 

Hut,  after  all  If.  by  the  clrcumsf 
surroundliiK  theniselven,  Huuie  of  our 
lowcltlzeim  could  not  take  ndvautuge 
gooil  thing.  U  It  a  reason  why  others  st 
alHo  abstain  ?  Itecauae  you  cannot  at 
by  clrcumstanoea  or  otherwise,  to  relish 
tain  delUudes  placed  on  the  table  for 
as  well  as  for  other  i>eople,  la  It  n  re 
why   I  should  not  myself  touch  It  i 

A  good  deal  hii>  been  said  about  tli,. 
iii-<liy.    It  Im  to  b|.  reareftod  that  to(,  ii 
l«'<>|il('  <lo  not  bftter  RtuUy  the  biMtory  ol 
country.     1   am  huio  thnt   If  they  ,ii,i 
would  take  a  better  view  of  our  clfrgy.  I-' 
the  earliest  dayM  of  the  British  occupatio 
to  the  present  time  there  la  ample  evld« 
of  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholic  church, 
every  occasion  of  the  Invasion  of  Can 
by  our  present  southern  friends,  the  cbi 
dignltarlea  have  preached  to  their  flocks  tl 
duty  towards  the  Crown.    It  has  been  v 
often  said  with  truthfulness  that  had  U 
been  for  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Fre 
Canadians,   England   would  not  have   b 
I  able  to  preeerve  this  part  of  Canada  to 
allegiance.     On   many  occasions,   when 
people   were  of  a   troublesome  dlspoeitl 
the  voice  of  our  prelates  was  heard  advlg 
peace,  harmony  and  submission  to  the  la 
of  the  land.    They  did  It  In  1837-38,  they  ( 
It  when  confederation  was  Inaugurated,  tl 
did  It  In  the  east,  they  did  It  In  the  we 
j  l-'or    that    purpose    our    missionaries    w« 
called  to  the  distant  prairies  by  Lord  S 
I  kirk,    a    Presbyterian.      Bishop    Plessls 
Quebec  listened  to  the  request  of  Lord  S 
kirk,  and  be  sent  there  Father  Provench* 
who  was  made  a  t'shop  afterwards.    Tl 
tirst  bishop   wa.s  succeeded   by   His   Grr. 
the  lamented  Monselgneur  Tach^.     He  nl 
In  his  turn  was  a  worker  of  peace.  The  Ca 
adian  government  called  him  back  one  dt 
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rroiii  IJniiip  and  at  the  rcqueNt  of  iMitb  Ibo 
iiifierlal  aad  Canndiaii  autborltlea,  he  uo'li>r 
look  the  (iittlcuil  taak  of  (|iil«>tttig  the  pe>ple 
f  the  Ked  river  and  of  renMaurlnir  them 
liout  the  Inteutlonii  of  itie  t'uurdlan  gov 
'rnnieiit.  Thin  he  did  faithfully  mid  n\\, 
'e»»fully 

Later   on,   on   the    itlil    farther    diainnt 

jinilrlen,    Father    I.nconilie    exerted    lil«    In^ 

iience  for  the  pence  of  the  country  and  l.y 

|iIm    InHuence    anionuHt    tlie    IndiiuiM    bo    ail- 

ured   the  peaceful   couatructloM  of  a   rfieat 

itlouiil     work     and     prevented     blood  dteil 

rheii    If  wag   moit   daiiKcroun   to   interfcie. 

.ef  me  put  before  you  wimt   tlie  WIuiiIimjj 

Xew«.'  a  daily  paper  said  at  tlie  time  about 

It. 

Theae  linen  are  a   retranalafU.n   In    Kiir 
lab  from  a  French  tratmlatlon  of  an 
In  the  '  Evening  Xewa,'  of  WlnnlpeK 


Whpn     the    whole    of    Canada    feared    and 
remlilod    to   loe   the    blrckfoet    aide   with   the 

tvetMli,    who    flrmly    itood    before    them?    Who 
irevented  them  from  ruihli]^  upon  ua?  Wai  it 
^  ho  Canadian  fovornment  or  the  forcei  of  the 
fmplre?    No,    tht    poor,    humble    and    devoted 
•ther  Lacombe  waa  the  man  who  did  ao.    To 
aim   the   Canadian   mothera  owe   their   thanka 
for    not    having    to-day    to    mourn    their   bom, 
to   him   many   happy    wlvea    to-day   ow«    their 
■ratltude  for  not  having  to  aob  over  the  tomba 
at    their    huabanda       Lacombe    and    hia    com- 
panlr.na  the  Fathera  Andr«,  Fourmond,  Cochin, 
Riirt   mlKT  t.ravp   Boldlors   of  the  Croia  did   not 
heiltate.  they  went  and  faced  deadly  weapons; 
fithey  threw  themiPlveH  between  the  Indiana  and 
Stlip    Cnnacilan    people    at    a    time    when    danger 
•  was  extreme,  and  they  prevented  the  aheddlng 
of  blood  and  raved  mitliona  of  dollara  to  the 
piihlle    treasury. 

J      These   are   only    few    Instances   of   their 
lltood   will,   and  of  their  influence   for  the 
welfare  of  our  country.     I   may   sum   up 
Iheir  action  in  this  rejrard  by  saying  that 
fheir  constant  teaching  and  their  whole  life 
Is  devoted   to  that  peaceful  and  beneficial 
rork.     Is  it  not  too  sad  indeed  to  hear  now 
md  then  acme  one  hurling  at  them  the  bit- 
terest and  most  unjustifiable  accusations  ? 
■^hose  who  do  that  and  believe  those  accu- 
latlons  are  not  always  devoid  of  good  faith 
ind  of  natural   good   dispositions.     Unfor- 
inately   they   read  unreliable  books  where 
hhat  stuff  is  to  be  found  ;  they  do  not  read 
ilstory  in  its  proper  light  and  hence  their 
lifficultles.     Many   speak  about  the  unity 
tf  the   nation.     No  one   is  bett'T   fitted   to 
•ring  that  unity  than  our  clergy- ;  no  class 
Is  better  disposed  towards  that  view  than 
that  fine  body  of  able,  intelligent  and  zeal- , 


oua  men.     For  the  sake  of  Canada  Itaelf, 

lielleve  in   these  worda  niiil  act  generoualy 

towards  our  church  ami  our  religious  con- 

j  victlons,  one  of  which  \%  tbe  organlaatlon 

of  the  achoolN  on   the  tinea   we   have   been 

I  auggeating  all  the  time. 

I      Thla  testimony   which   1   am   glad   to   be 

In  poaltlon  to  give  our  hierarchy,  la  but  the 

I  echo  of  higher  authorltlea.    During  the  Inat 

I  'cntury  there  lived  in  England  a  mnn  wbo 

j  haa  commanded  and  still  commanda  the  ad- 

i  miration  not  only  of  his  countrymen,   but 

of  the  whole  world.     That  man  waa  ntyled 

In    tilx   own    life  time    the   grand    old    liinii. 

I  Now,    nliat   did  Mr.   (iladatone   n\y  on  one 

occasion  : 

I  Since  the  Orat  three  hundred  yeara  or  perae 
I  cutlon  the  Roman  Catholic  church  haa  marched 
for  Ufieen  hundred  yeara  at  the  head  of  human 
elvtlliatlon.  and  hai  driven  harnened  to  Ua 
iharlot  ai  the  horaee  of  a  triumphal  car,  the 
(hief  Intellectual  and  material  forces  of  the 
world  ;  Its  learnlog  has  been  the  learning  ot 
the  world  ;  its  art  the  art  of  the  world  ;  Ka 
genius  the  genius  of  the  world  ;  Us  greatness 
glory,  grandeur  and  majeaty  have  been  almoat, 
though  not  absolutely,  all  that  In  these  re«p*cts, 
the  world  has  had  to  boaat. 

My  hon.  friend,  the  iiienilicr  for  \i(ti>riii, 
has  thought  proi>er  to  run  down  tlie  ("ntliollc 
cou'itrles  In  a  comparison  with  I'rotestant 
countries.  I  commend  these  words  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  to  bis  meditation.  I  desire  also  to 
call  his  attention  to  certain  factK  and  to 
some  testimonies,  wiiU'i  ought  not  lie  sus- 
pected of  partiality  In  our  favour. 

England  was  a  Catholic  country  once. 
Modern  England  owes  to  Catholic  England 
her  Magna  Charta,  her  sound  constitution, 
her  parliament,  the  Jury,  her  universities, 
her  splendid  cathedrals.  Even  If  we  take 
only  the  material  side  of  tbe  matter,  let  us 
see  what  her  writers  and  her  public  men 
said.    John  Ruskin  writes  : 

Though  we  are  deafened  with  the  noise  of 
aplnnlng-wheals  and  the  rattle  ot  the  looma,  our 
people  have  no  clothes  ;  though  they  are  black 
with  digging  fuel,  they  die  of  oold;  and  though 
minions  ot  acrea  are  covered  with  rlpa  golden 
grain,  our  people  die  from  want  ot  bread. 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  ('FortBlgbtly  Re- 
view,'  December,  1883). 

Never  t»efore  in  our  hlatory  were  the  evi- 
dences of  wealth  tcdrc  abundant,  never  before 
w.ia  luxurious  living  so  general  and  wanton  In 
Its  display,  attd  never  before  waa  the  misery 
of  the  poor  so  latense,  or  the  condltlona  of 
their  dally  life  more  hopeleaa,  or  more  de- 
graded. 
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And  then  Mr.  Chamberlain  goes  on  speak- 
ing about :  * 

and  mlllioni  more  on 


A  million  of  paupen 
the  verge  of  It. 


I  could  call  to  my  help  other  testimonies 
0/  the  same  kind  and  from  sources  equally 
at  variance  with  my  own  faith,  but  for  Bri- 
tishers these  are   s.ifHcient.     I   leave   those 
words  to  your  meditation.    One  word   more 
about  unity.    Surely  this  is  a  noble  goal.    But 
unity  lies  more  In  the  soul  than  In  the  ex- 
ternal forms,     rational  love  of  the  country 
and  of  its  magnlfleenoe  in  every  shape,  at- 
tachment to  the  soil,  respect  for  each  other, 
an  equal  devotion  to  the  same  flag,  a  sincere 
a  e«,ance  to  the  same  Crown,  the  e  are  the 
srrongest  factors  of  unity.    So  matter  what 
may  be  our  differences  otherwise,  we  will 
Bet  at  unity  by  cultivating  the  above  senti- 
ments.    And  in  no  other  way  shall  we  get 
a.  it.     Look  back  in  the  Canadian  history. 
Ihe  moment   the   people  of   French   origin 
erceivea  „.  the  Kngiish  policy  towards  u! 
a  d,.posi„o„  to  have  proper  respe.-t  for  our 
race,  that  moment  we,  as  a  people,   rlcon 
died    ourselves    to    the    new    regime,   and 

back  to  the  French  flag,  were  we  at  llberfy 

0  unltJm^H^  ?r'''^"^  ''^""^  '•°  "Wectlon 
of  .mis.  '""^  "'  ""'*-'""«*«  «nd 

Lii^set  aa"Sw:r """"''''••  ^^^'--^ 

several  racee  The  aoS  .„i'^  *"  *^'  «nl«ura  of 
national  M^^ayMra8le,?h•L  ***"*"'  *'  ■*^*'»> 
give  to  our  8<J,^t"i  /re^^'ij' °Sf  I'Z^^",  '*"'"• 
elasticity,  a  vlitour  wh?^h  w.^'  *  '^}°»ria8.  «n 
be  wantlkg  to  it  Thi^« """"  *''«°'-  ^<»»W 
seek  to  oWlteUe  th^e  ?itt?SS?«  "llf  '^''' 
«^1C8  would  be  truly  badly^d^ii'd^  o'«»r«ter- 

It  has  been  regarded  as  an  absurdity  by 
certain  English  statesmen  to  trv  to  ^LJr. 

tetlcs.  On  a  measure  that  wag  then  be  ore 
WJe  imperial  parliament  concerning  the  for- 
mer two  Canadas,  Burke,  the  famous  Si 
tor  and  statesman,  said: 

compose'^Trac^es^"?'^"^?  *'»  Poimlatlon. 
.aws  and  llt^Z^^^^  t'ZZti" l^^iP. 

..f  T  L'^"'  *'"*'**  another  opinion  which 
goes  fur  her  and  is  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  opinions  which  have  lately  been  f ree  y 
expressed  in  Canada.    That  opinion  goes  to 


say  that  Instead  of  counteracting  the  y 
of  the  people,  it  is  better  to  adiji  the 
to  the  character  of  that  people  so  as  to 
duce  a  better  result.  After  the  constltt 
of  1.74  bad  been  given  to  Canada,  a  del 
arose  In  the  House  of  Commons  In  1 
land  on  the  occasion  of  a  petition  from 
people  of  Quebec,  asking  for  the  relnst. 
tlon  of  the  trial  by  Jury  and  the  writ 
habeas  corpus.  Sir  Robert  Smith,  a  in 
ber  of  the  House,  then  spoke  and  said 

Br^t°h  ?"■  ""®*"'  "P°°  'l-e  Bx>.ellencles  of 

I  If  thir         °'f  '***  o'  '•»«  British  empire  • 
i  irls?n«  fr"«^  /h"**'  "."^  clrcuaurtantri  rea* 
;  ole  ■  .h.ir^.'^®  national  character  of  the  i 

UoA.   «n5   language,    customa.   usages,    mat: 
I  which  tn  fhu '""    even   add,    their    prejudi, 

wmch  m  this  case,  ought  to  be  consulted    i 

Thif  '  ■  '  "  '•'«'■«  ai'e  reasons  arlslnir  fr 
these  various  clrcumsUncee  that  make  it  i 
possible  for  the  EngHah  laws  to  b^  adopted 
their  original  purity,  I  will  venture  tn.m. 
hat  a  legislator  Is  nat  only  Tustia^  bJf  t 
Is  an  essential  part  of  his  dutv  »n  f^'.u  " 
modify  these  laws  as  may  best  ada^t  th«J.  /  ', 
pecuMar  genius  and  temper  of  "ifpeoire  ',V 

BM.  InTt^K^*-  '•'"«  <"  ='^11  coaduct  p< 
slble  and  the  best  calculated  to  promote  th 
general  happlneess.  It  wa*  ever  the  mar  to? 
Ill  ^T"'"'  •«fl«'»tors  of  anilqulty  t"  co^i 
the  manner  and  dispositions  of  the  people  . 
the  degrees  of  improvement  they  had  thin  , 
celved,  and  to  frame  such  a  systemif  laws 
was  best  suited  to  their  then-KdUte  Mtu 

This  reminds  me  of  a  lesson  which  com« 
to  us  from  antiquity.  The  wise  legislate 
Solon  had  been  called  to  give  laws  to  hi 
people.  Some  time  afterwards  learned  me 
of  some  other  parts  of  the  worid  came  an, 
asked  him  whether.  In  his  opinion  ?«  Z 
framed  for  bis  people  the  best  laws  toa 
could  be  made.  He  simply  answered  tha 
he  had  given  to  his  people  the  laws  tha 
could  best  be  adapted  to  them.  This  wai 
considered  wisdom,  and  has  been  consider 

Sulv  th?.  "*  ""  **"**   "P  *°   «>««   '»'S 
■Truly  the  laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the 

P«)ple  and    not    the    people  for  the  laws. 

Taking  Into  consideration  the  circumstances 

under  which  we  live.  It  would  be  for  the 

best  interest  of  this  land  of  ours  to  legislate 

so  as  to  afford  contentment  to  the  various 

sections  of  the  people. 

infi^  ****"  ^  *•**'  *"°*  ""y  «»»*  the  ma- 
i!^  T*./"'*-  ^"^  y*""  «»«  that  such 
a  rule  should  obtain  In  everything  ?  Then 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Catholics,  although 
not  the  majority  over  all  other  chtlrch."  "?e 
the  largest  religious   denomination   In   the 
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^ominlon.    If  the  majority  mast  rule  In  all 
»ases.  then  let  all  the  smaller  denominations 
••xome  to  us,  or  vice  versa.    Many  would  ob- 
^lect  to  that,  I  am  sure.    No,  gentlemen,  re- 
ligious convictions  cannot  be  matters  to  be 
lecided  by  yeas  and  nays.    In  a  country  of 
liberty,  each  one  Is  free  to  kneel  before  Ms 
'Wn  altar.    When  it  comes  to  education,  the 
Catholics  reKardiiiK  that  subject  in  the  light 
§of  their  conscience,  should  be  granted  with- 
out discussion   the  Institutions  which  they 
regard  as  touching  the  very  soul  of  their 
"children. 

;       Is  not,  in  fact,  thi.s  rule  that  tlie  uiiijority 
?niU8t   rule  everywhere,   niul   in    evi'rytliiii!;. 
too  brutal  ?  "  ! 

We  are.  In  round  figures,  40  per  cent  of 
the   whole  population.     Is   not   that   figure 
•  large  enough  to  inspire  towards  us  better 
appreciation  ?    Are  the  conscientious  views 
.  of  such  ,1  larjre  section  of  the  country  always  ' 
to    be    questioned,    debated,    neglected    and  i 
ignored  ?     Parliament  of  Canada  does  not  i 
do  that  with  other   bodies.     Every  session  | 
I  (leputntions    from    various    concerns    come 
^  here  and  appeal  to  the  government  for  some  ' 
I  betterments.      These    are,    however,    of    a  I 
i  material  order,  less  iniportiuit  than  the  in- 
terest that  we  have  at  heart,  and  still  they 
are  heard,  and  we  do  not  send  them  back 
by  brutally  saying  to  them  that  they  are  a  i 
minority.  "  i 

Unity  !  Do  you  think  that  you  will  find  \ 
unity  In  the  repulsion  which  will  neces-  i 
I  sprlly  be  engendered  by  a  policy  which  re-  i 
-  fuses  satisfaction  to  conscientious  views  ?  I 
Such  policy  is  not  calculated  to  foster  good  j 
feeling  between  races  and  creeds.  That 
policy  is  rather  calculated  to  widen  the  gap 
which  divides  us. 

Unity  !     I   have  already  suld  where  we  i 
could  find  it.    Let  me,  however,  put  before 
jou  the  words  of  one  of  those  who  assisted 
in  bringing  about  confederation. 
Sir  John  Rose  said  on  one  occasion  : 
Wo  trusted  each  other  when  we  entered  this 
union  ;  we  felt  that  our  rights  would  be  saved 
with  you  ;   and  our  honour  and  good  faith  and 
Integrity   are   involved   In   and   pledged   to   the 
maintenance  of  them. 

There  lies  unity  ;  In  carrying  out  respect- 
fully and  faithfully  the  pledges  referred  to 
in  the  above  wards,  that  unity  will  be 
realized. 


I      I  know,  circumstances  are  sometimes  dlffl- 
;  cult  to  overcome.    But  the  solving  of  those 
!  difficulties  depends  much  of  our  action.  The 
:  leaders  of  the  nation  are  very  rarely  unable 
I  to  master  public  opinion.    In  times  of  emer- 
I  geucy  the  parties  must  do  as  they  did  In 
j  18G4.    Then  nmny  of  our  political  men  rose 
j  superior  to  their  party  feelings.  They  united 
j  to  find   a   way  out  of  our  troubles.     They 
i  succeeded  and  they  created  confederation. 
Now,   if  I   am    permitted    to    reiVr    to   the 
ivents  of  ISIMi,  I  will  say  that  then  the  op- 
position, and    its    leaders    espeoi:i!Iy,  should 
iiave     risen      in      their      places      in     the 
House    of    Commons    and    pledged     their 
support  to  the  Remetlial  Bill.     If  they  had 
done   that,    the    Question   then    would   hav*^ 
been  settled  and  settled  for  all  times,  an 
for  every  part  of  the  Dominion.    No  war  in 
the  Northwest  was  to  be  dreaded.   N\f  would 
have  no  such   troubles  as  wo  have  to-day. 
And  to-day,  consistent  with  myself,  I  say 
that  this  year  when  the  Autonomy  Bill  was 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  it  was 
to  my  mind  the  duty  of  the  present  opposi- 
tion to  offer  their  support  to  that  measure 
in  its  original   form   inasmuch  as  the  Bill 
as    originally    drafted    was    an    acceptable 
one.     Again  I  say  that  If  the  opposition  had 
talxcn   that  course,   much   of  the  agitation 
which  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  five 
months  would  have  been  quelled  from  the 
beginning.    And  in  the  long  run  such  atti- 
tude would  have  received  the  aiiproval  of 
the  people.     Unfortunately,  another  course 
was  followed  and  the  result  is  that  we  have 
neither    peace,    nor    justice,    nor    a    good 
measure. 

The  Senate,  however,  exists  to  act  as 
moderator.  It  was  created  to  represent  the 
second  sober  thought  of  the  country.  Such 
being  the  case,  I  submit  that  this  House 
sliould  inspire  itself  with  the  sentiiicnts  -u;.- 
tabled  in  the  words  of  Sir  John  Rose,  quot- 
ed above,  and  Improve  this  Bill  or  reject 
it.  My  voting  for  the  six  months'  hoist 
!s  only  to  record  my  dissatisfaction  of  the 
measure  in  Its  present  shape.  I  know  this 
will  not  have  the  effect  of  throwing  out  the 
Bill.  We  will  have  then  an  opportunity  to 
Improve  the  same  when  In  committee,  and 
I  hope  the  government  will  consent  to  such 
an  Improvement. 


